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Editor’s Note…

I’m writing this heading for Dubai, a
city I’ve been visiting for more than
40 years. Back in the ‘70s once you’d
stocked up on duty-free, there wasn’t
much to hang around for. Now Dubai is
up there with some of the great cities
of the world. Its rulers had the vision to
realise that oil revenues wouldn’t last
forever and so they set about building
a modern city and tourist destination
that could prosper even when the oil
wells eventually run dry. In his day
Lord Lovelace had a vision for what
East Horsley should look like, so did
Frank Chown. The newly submitted
Neighbourhood Plan is a step in the
right direction. It contains a vision for
future retail development at Station
Parade and Bishopsmead Parade but
no mention of the streetscape. How
will our shopping streets look in 2033?
Much the same as today? Somewhat
unloved despite the best efforts of
our traders. Surely it’s time to bring
in experts in town planning to create
a vision of how our two shopping
centres could look 15 years from
now? A masterplan will take
time to create and even longer
to enact but the sooner we
make a start, the sooner
we’ll have village shopping
facilities we can all enjoy and
be proud of.
Steve Harvey – email:
easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com

2017 Volunteer of
the Year Award

EVERY YEAR the Parish Council makes an award to someone who, by volunteering, has made a
real difference to the quality of life in East Horsley. Recent winners include Margaret Read, Joan
Hattersley and David Reeve. Now the Parish Council would like to receive nominations for this
year’s award. Do you know someone living or working in the village who, by volunteering, has
made a notable difference to the quality of life for all our residents? Please submit names and a
short explanation as to why you feel the nominated person is worthy of this award to Nick Clemens
at parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org or drop a note round to the Parish Council office behind the
Village Hall by 7 October. The winner will be announced at the annual Parish Council Christmas
Volunteer party in December.

Xmas Window
Decorations
Get Your Winter
Salt Supplies Now
IT’S SAID that too much salt can be bad for
your health. Not so if you sprinkle it on the
pavement to melt the ice and snow. It could
save you from a bad fall and a broken
limb. At the onset of winter, supplies
of salt at local garages and DIY stores
sell out very quickly. Make
a point of stocking up now
with sufficient supplies
to ensure driveways and
pavements are clear of
snow and ice this winter.

Clerk’s Column

CHRISTMAS is fast approaching so,
shopkeepers of East Horsley, time to start
thinking about those wonderful window
displays that help give our village a festive
look in December. The Mayor of Guildford
will be judging the displays on 4 December
with the winners to be revealed at the
Parish Council Christmas Volunteer party.

Time to Put
the Flags Out

HAVE YOU noticed our brand new flagpole
on Station Parade? Now we can celebrate
national occasions like the Queen’s
birthday and St George’s Day in style
by flying the appropriate flag.
Here Parish Clerk Nick Clemens
and Church Warden Chris
Jany practise their
flag hoisting
technique.

Wisley Planning Appeal
Starts 19 September
Following GBC’s refusal of their planning application to build more than 2,000 houses on the site of the former
airfield situated close to the Ockham turn-off on the A3, Wisley Property Investments Ltd has appealed to the
Planning Inspectorate.
THE APPEAL is subject to a public inquiry
starting Monday 19 September at the Yvonne
Arnaud Theatre in Guildford.
East and West Horsley Parish Councils have
joined forces to oppose this appeal and will be
presenting evidence at the inquiry. To gauge
the views of Horsley residents towards this
proposed new settlement, the parish councils
undertook a public survey.
The responses have been analysed by Surrey
Community Action, an independent non-profit
making organisation, and the results will form
part of the evidence submitted by the parish
councils to the planning appeal.
The main findings of the questionnaire are
summarised as follows:
• Only 5% of respondents support the
proposed developments
• 92% believe that the development will have
a significant detrimental impact on the
character of the area
• 85% believe it will significantly increase
waiting times as the Horsley Medical Centre
• 86% believe it will make it significantly harder
for children to secure local school places
• 94% believe it will have a severe impact on
traffic in the Horsleys
• 93% believe it will make it much harder to
park near Station Parade
• 96% believe it will make it much harder to
park at the local station
The findings come hard on the heels of a
similar survey undertaken by Conservatives

ahead of the local elections back in May.
More than 1,900 surveys were distributed
to voters in the Lovelace Ward, which
covers Ockham, Wisley and Ripley. Of the
surveys returned nearly 90% opposed the
development of the site, 5% supported it and
5% were ambivalent. Specific comments both
for and against included:
• The area cannot support over 2,000 new
homes
• There would be a serious impact on traffic,
road and rail services.
• It would adversely affect air quality
• It could provide affordable new homes
• It would provide new schools, retail outlets,
sports and recreation facilities.
To argue their case, East and West Horsley
Parish Councils have jointly appointed a

“Of the surveys returned nearly 90%
opposed the development of the site, 5%
supported it and 5% were ambivalent. “
barrister, Mark Westmoreland-Smith, with
experience of dealing with planning appeals.
Our front cover shows the team about to meet
in Mark’s London chambers (l-r) Peter BennettDavies, Steve Punshon, Aileen Aitcheson, Mark
Westmoreland-Smith, Keith Robinson, Bob
Mattock and Robert Taylor.
Last month the Horsleys submitted our

Proofs of Evidence comprising the case made
by our two specialist witnesses, Roger Miles
(Planning Consultant) and Keith Robinson
(Transport Consultant). Their evidence is now
on the EHPC website. At the inquiry these two
witnesses will summarise their evidence, then
be questioned by the Planning Inspector and
the opposition barrister. The running order
at the inquiry is GBC, Wisley Action Group,
Ockham, Horsley PCs, Ripley PC, Cobham,
Yarner and lastly Wisley Properties.
Parish Councillor Robert Taylor says: “The
inquiry is scheduled to last for five weeks
kicking off at the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre
on 19 September for one week then moving
on to the Council Chamber at Millmead.
Don’t come along expecting any dramatic
or heroic speeches, much of the evidence is
technical and quite dry in nature. Having said
that we naturally welcome any support from
residents in both East and West Horsley and
surroundings villages.” Please note that the
inquiry won’t be in session on 21 September or
on Mondays.
Parish Council Chairman Stephen Skinner
paid tribute to the team.
“When you analyse the amount of time,
dedication, and effort that the Councillors
working on this project have done for us all
it is very humbling, particularly when you
remember that they are all volunteers – all I can
add is ‘Well Done’ and ‘Thank You’ from myself
and the village.”

…from the Office of the Clerk

Councillor Vacancy
I have been Clerk of East Horsley for six years now and I have seen many positive changes
within the village. Some are significant, others less so but they still make a positive
contribution. These changes are all a result of decisions made by your Parish Councillors.
I am fortunate to work with dedicated people whose aim is to give something back to
the community in which they live and to preserve and enhance East Horsley’s semi-rural
environment. I have written before about the budgetary restrictions Surrey and Guildford
are working under and the need for the Parish Council to fill that void. If we don’t then
standards will slip.
Your Councillors understand this and are planning for the future. The East Horsley
Neighbourhood Plan, if adopted, will form the blueprint for the future of the village. There
is currently a vacancy for a Councillor to join the team. If you feel you could contribute
to your community and would like to find out more please contact me. Alternatively
contact one of the existing Councillors and find out what they enjoy about being a
Councillor. Their contact details are at the back of this newsletter.

Nick Clemens – email: parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org
Yvonne Arnaud Theatre - initial venue for the appeal
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Glenesk is the Countryside School
WHEN MRS SARAH BRADLEY arrived as Head
of Glenesk School a year ago, she took one
look at the tarmac that covered the playground
and decided it simply had to go. “We’re a
countryside school,” says Sarah “our pupils
should be outdoors playing on grass and in
woodland.“ Over the summer builders have
been hard at work covering the tarmac with
artificial grass and creating a woodland garden.
Classrooms now have bi-fold doors that slide
back to allow easy access to the outdoor
learning area. It’s a £200,000 upgrade scheme
and it will transform the look and feel of the
outdoor area.
The Horsleys are surrounded by farmland
and Sarah hopes pupils will gain a better
understanding of the importance of farming
the land with the arrival in the playground
of a three-quarter size combine harvester
manufactured in Germany. Among the other
delights awaiting pupils returning to school
this month are guinea pigs, chickens and a
vegetable garden.
As well as providing hours of fun for pupils,

Sarah believes the transition from indoor to
outdoor education will be hugely beneficial,
“Being outdoors builds language, helps pupils
to focus and aids concentration, all vital skills for
later life.”
All this points to Glenesk being an
outstanding school: confirmed following
a three-day visit in March by the Schools

“The quality of education provided by
the school is outstanding. All children
make at least good and many make
outstanding progress. “
Inspection Service (SIS). Here are some
highlights from their report.
‘The quality of education provided by the
school is outstanding. All children make at least
good and many make outstanding progress’.
‘Achievement is outstanding because
teaching is consistently of a very high quality.

Teachers are well prepared and use resources
effectively which challenges and supports all
children including those with special education
needs and/or disabilities’.
‘Learning is exciting because the teachers
ensure that children receive many first
hand experiences supported and enriched
through visits, visitors and extracurricular
activities’.
‘Personal development is outstanding.
The children are very confident learners with
impeccable manners. They listen attentively to
one another and respect the views of others.
They always behave extremely well and do as
asked. They eat pleasantly at lunch-time with
good manners’.
‘They show sympathy and care for others
including animals in their care. Children are
safe at this school. The school ensures that
their welfare, health and safety procedures are
rigorous, up-to-date and followed.’
‘Leadership and management of the school
are outstanding with strong processes in place
to ensure the school runs smoothly.’

Grange Park Opera

THE INAUGURAL SEASON

14,000 TICKETS were sold for the inaugural season of the Grange Park Opera (GPO) and doubtless, a similar number of bottles of champagne
were consumed. The 2018 season will run from 7 June – 14 July and will feature ‘Un Ballo in Maschera’ by Verdi, ‘Roméo and Juliette’ by Gounod
and ‘Oklahoma’ by Rodgers and Hammerstein. The founder of GPO, Wasfi Kani, looks back at the first season in conversation with Steve Harvey.

1. What was the highpoint of the past
year? Was it the opening night?
The best moment of the whole year was when
the builder, Martin Smith, who was the hero of
this monumental project, said yes, we would
be ready for the first night. From that moment
on we were working closely together as a team,
sometimes 16 hours a day, to decide what we
could finish and what we would leave for later.
But the big moment was when Martin said “Yes,
we can achieve the impossible”.

2. Were there any major issues behind
the scenes?
It’s a challenge, changing venue. The audience
at West Horsley Place was 50% bigger.
Previously with 500 people, I could scan the
list and know pretty much who was in the
auditorium. Because of the way the gardens
are divided up into separate areas, it became
more difficult to bump into people I wanted to
see. You simply couldn’t find people because
everyone was doing their own thing.

3. What will happen to the theatre out
of season?
The first priority is to get the theatre finished. We’ll
probably try and do something in the autumn but
I can’t see that happening for a few years. We still
have work to do on the stage and on the interior.
During the festival we make sure the theatre is
usable but out of season it’s not and I don’t think
it will be this time next year either. So that’s an
opportunity that’s a couple of years away.

4. But presumably you’d like to see the
theatre used during the rest of the year?
I think there’s a misapprehension that when
you walk into the theatre you just turn on the
lights. Because there’s a lot of very dangerous
machinery, you have to have a number of our
staff there, so of course I want to use it other
than just for the festival but you can’t just walk
in and use it. Even to get the theatre ready to
be used costs quite a lot of money as you have

Headmistress Sarah Bradley with pupils at Glenesk

Mews Gin

EAST HORSLEY MIGHT not immediately spring to mind
as the location for a craft gin venture yet nestling in the
back garden of Richard Mew’s house in Norrels Drive is a
small workshop. Step inside and you’ll find “Ugly Betty”,
a gorgeous copper still designed for distilling gin.
The project began in 2012 when, during Sunday
lunch, the conversation turned to the revival of the craft
gin market. Richard, having retired from the oil industry
and his son Daniel, an Oxford graduate engineer,
decided to undertake some research into the subject.

Soon the decision was made to launch Mews Gin and a
100-litre copper still was acquired from the Surrey-based
coppersmiths John Dore & Co who have been making
stills for 180 years. Gin is produced by instilling neat
alcohol with a mixture of what are known as ‘botanicals’.
Richard uses a precisely measured mixture of juniper,
angelica, coriander, lavender, pink peppercorns, liquorice
root, lemon and orange peel, cubeb berries and cassia.
The base spirit, (essentially high strength vodka), is heated
and the vapour passes through a basket in the Gin Head
of the still, thus acquiring the delicate flavour of the
botanicals. The vapour is then condensed (cooled) and
emerges as Mews Gin.
Every aspect of the operation is hand crafted

a contribution to the upkeep of the house.
We have regular meetings with the Trust,
Guildford Borough Council Conservation
people and so on.

8. Will you change the name to West
Horsley Opera?

Founder of GPO Wasfi Kani
to employ a certain number of people. For
example, we don’t have our own lighting rig –
we always hire one - so if anyone else is going to
use it they need to hire a lighting rig.

5. How did you set about selecting the
content for the 2018 season?
What I do is a mixture of the traditional and
the unexpected. Having a healthy box office is
essential, that’s how we’ll survive. But I like to do
something that’s a little bit unusual such as the
Gounod Roméo and Juliette. It’s a very beautiful
piece but less well known. The idea of doing a
musical is that somebody will come along to a
musical and say, “Oh this is a lovely place”, then
they might think about coming to an opera, so
it’s a way of broadening your appeal.

6. So it’s like a taster for a night at the
opera?
I wouldn’t call it a taster, the musical often costs
us more than the opera due to various royalty
issues. It’s a big show so I absolutely would not
use the word taster because taster suggests it’s
something less than the operas. It’s very much
on a par with the operas.

7. Are you honouring your pledge to
help restore West Horsley Place?
We have a 100-year lease with the Mary
Roxburghe Trust who run West Horsley
Place. We pay a significant rent which makes

I don’t think we’ll ever change the name. If you
Google Grange Park Opera you get pictures and
reviews of the 50 operas that we’ve put on. Bryn
Terfel in his biography says he’s sung at Grange
Park Opera. We’ve invested too much in the
name to give it up.

9. Will you keep your headquarters in
Hampshire?
I wouldn’t call it a headquarters, it’s an office
and the people who work in that office all live
within half an hour commuting distance. For
most of the year it doesn’t make any difference
where they work. We do all the ticketing from
our offices then during the festival some of
our staff decamp to Horsley. One of our team
actually lived in West Horsley Place during the
season and said it was very scary as she was
there on her own!

10. Did you get letters of complaint
concerning the noise and the traffic?
When 14,000 people attend what was a very
successful festival you’re bound to get letters of
complaint but I don’t know of any complaints
specifically about noise or the traffic. Maybe
people complained about the cost of the
tickets but they’re expensive as I’ve got to pay
everyone.

11. Did the performers enjoy the festival?
I think being close to London and being close
to a station was a big plus point. Some of the
orchestra thought it would be lovely to walk
from the station to the opera through the fields
and they loved it. The back meadow where
some of the orchestra had their picnics, the
lovely orchard with fruit on the trees, nature has
become a massive part of this festival.

including the bottling, labelling and waxing. Mews
Gin is available locally at local wine stores and
pubs. Although it must be tempting to promote the
product to the wider consumer market, Richard and
Daniel say that this would involve automation and
thus would lose the hand crafted touch. For more
information check out www.mewsgin.co.uk

Richard Mew with copper gin still “Ugly Betty”
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Diary of
Local Events

The Railways Arrive at…

To have your event or activity listed here,
please send details by email to either:
• info@easthorsley.info or
• easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com

H O RS L E Y

West Horsley Village Hall

As the new operator, South Western Railways, takes over from South West Trains including the Guildford to Waterloo
via Cobham service, Steve Harvey looks back the events that first brought the ‘Guildford New Line’ to Horsley.
ON 12 MAY 1838 the directors of the London
and South Western Railway invited guests to
travel by train to Woking for a picnic. The aim
was to demonstrate that, with the advent of the
railways, it was possible to travel 25 miles out of
London for lunch and be back in time for dinner.
In 1845, the line from Woking was extended
to Guildford. An enthusiastic supporter of the
railways was Lord Onslow who profited from
the sale of land needed to build Guildford
Station. He conceived the idea of an alternative
rail route by extending the District Line from
Fulham to Guildford via Kingston. The line
would run through agricultural land and
farmers were keen to support the project on
the basis that they could get their produce to
the markets in London.
The directors of the London and South
Western Railway were naturally concerned
by the threat of competition and so devised
their own route from Waterloo to Guildford
via Cobham. Lord Onslow backed down but
profited handsomely from the sale of land
required for the new line.
The new line, including Horsley Station,
opened on 2 February 1885. Trains were steam
hauled and primarily served the agricultural
community. Sidings crisscrossed what is now
the station car park and local farmers would

bring their produce to be loaded on to goods
wagons ready for the trip to London. Frequent
deliveries kept the nearby coal merchant in
Station Approach well stocked. The population
of East Horsley was around 300 at this time
and most inhabitants worked on the farms.
Nevertheless, in 1910 Horsley Station had eight
full time staff to serve the few hardy souls
heading up to London.
However, the mid-1920s
were to bring about two
events that would change
East Horsley forever. In
July 1925, clean modern
electric trains replaced the
dirty steam locomotives
and, in doing so, shaved
17 minutes off the journey
time to Waterloo. Then,
facing a slump in demand
for his aircraft, the new
owner of Horsley Towers,
Tommy Sopwith, was
forced to sell off large tracts
of his estate. Enter Frank
Chown who ran a property
development business in
Ashtead. He quickly saw the
potential for new homes to

attract the middle classes now able to commute
to London on a daily basis on a clean reliable rail
service. Chown started to build and market his
new properties with an advertisement featuring
the slogan ‘Why Not Live In Ideal Surroundings
On The Southern Electric?’ The ad highlighted
the fact that, in 1930, trains to London ran every
20 minutes with a journey time of 37 minutes
(Ed: South Western Railways take note).
Between 1931 and 1939,
the population of East
Horsley more than doubled
as families moved out of
London into their new
Chown residences, now
able to commute daily
from Horsley Station, much
as commuters do today.
Mind you a weekly season
ticket in those days was
9/9d (about 50p) compared
to £72.10 these days. A
daily steam hauled goods
service continued into
the 1960s but eventually
the sidings gave way to a
car park to accommodate
the increasing number of
commuters.

Horsley commuters’ newspapers courtesy of W.H. Smith & Sons

Box Office 01483 284141
www.ticketsource.co.uk/horsleyamdram
Two one-act plays
19 – 21 October 7pm
It’s a Dog’s Life
A lovely play with humour and pathos by
Pam Valentine.
Hands Across the Sea
A typical Noel Coward light comedy.
Tickets: 19 & 21 include supper £16.00
20 invites you to BYO £10.00
Quiz Night
18 November 7pm Tables of 8
Tickets: supper included £16.00

The Nomad Theatre

Horsley station once boasted no fewer than 8 staff

Bishopsmead, East Horsley
Box Office 01483 284747
Theatre open Saturday 10.30am – 12.30pm
Move Over Mrs Markham
4 - 7 October 7.45pm,
Saturday matinée 2.30pm
Tickets: adults £14, children/students £10,
all adults £12 Wednesday
Dick Whittington
12 - 16 December 7.30pm, Saturday
matinée 2.30pm
Tickets: adults £16, children/students £10,
all adults £12 Tuesday

Horsley Choral Society

Ticket Office 07768 573987
3 December 7.30pm
St Andrew’s Church, Cobham
Handel’s Messiah Part 1 with Christmas
music and carols
www.horsleychoralsociety.com

St Martin’s Church
Film Clubs

Family Cinema first Friday in the month
5pm film with pizza. Call 01483 282038
Spiritual Cinema third Sunday in the
month film with supper. Call 01483 283713

Dance Class

The Mayor of Guildford and dignatories assemble for the launch of electric trains

The first electric train departs from Guildford
To comment on an item of local interest, please submit no more than 200 words to easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com
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A Seated dance class 2.15pm on Monday
afternoons at St Martin’s Court 01483 282038

West Surrey Natural
History Society

All meetings 8pm in Ripley Village Hall
Free to members £3 for non-members
Thursday 28 September
My Side of the Fence - the Natural History
of a Surrey Garden - illustrated talk by
Jeremy Early.
Thursday 26 October
Deer in Britain - illustrated talk by Derek
Stimpson
Thursday 23 November
The Outer Hebrides with dog! - illustrated
talk by Anna Stribley
Thursday 14 December
An introduction to the wildlife of Zimbabwe
- illustrated talk by Mike Grimshaw
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies.
Members £3 Non-members £5
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#4
Meet our Traders
IT HAS BEEN AN INTERESTING exercise to document
the traders and local businesses operating in East
Horsley. As well as putting names to some very
familiar faces, the project has produced a valuable
snapshot of village life in 2016-17. Had the Newsletter
been around in 1967, a similar exercise would
have featured greengrocers, haberdashers, ladies
outfitters, hardware stores and the Midland Bank

all of which are now long gone. Possibly Wills and
Smerdon, C.F. Hall, Le Gallais and Lloyds Bank are
the only familiar names still with us. So what will the
range of shops and business look like 50 years hence?
Starbucks, Costa Coffee, Café Nero and charity
shops? Only time will tell but at least the editor of
the Newsletter will have all the material for a “now
and then.”

DUKE OF WELLINGTON
Kelly, Isaac. Jessica, Dale, Sian (Manager) Jessica, Seon, Dylan, Jonathan.

MORTIBOYS DENTAL SPA
Fiona, Maninder, Anna, Rebecca, Marc Mortiboys, Erika, Ellen, Chloe

Brian Cooper, Philip Barker, Philip Stonley

Niamh, Carol. Sarah and Zoė

Jean, Aleesha, Tracy, Jamie, Catherine, Ros.

Annie Byrne and Edward Dear

Jon, Georgia, Luke, Massimo, Georgina, Aaron, Faye

Margaret Stevens, Racheal Dover, Sue Stevens

Francoise, Jackie, Ken, Moira, Lou

Aga, Marek, Natasha, Marcin, Diane, Pat, Grahame, Hannah, Michael

RUSSELL & CO
Caroline, Jacky, Sue, Andy, Kathy, Jess, Sue

PET DOCTORS
Mark, Satty, Steve, Gavin (owner), Laslo, Baba, Bartez

8

Becki Walker, Louise Jull, Bruno Lopes, Cheryl Stephens
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Residents concern over future
of St Martins Court
MARGARET READ WRITES: Residents and those
of us who go in on a voluntary basis are very
concerned about the withdrawal and curtailment
of services, which the residents have previously
enjoyed, and make a big difference to their daily
lives. Further cuts and the proposed stoppage
of the Housing Related Support will have a very
damaging effect if implemented.
There are 31 flats in this complex and whilst
it is understood that considerable savings must
be made, it seems unreasonable that vulnerable
adults many in their 80s and 90s (one resident is
101) should be at the receiving end. Many have
endured the austerity, hardships and angst of
two world wars and have served this country,
they above all, are entitled to be protected and
cared for in old age. It is their right and our duty.
These premises are ‘sheltered in name only’ as
the staff has been whittled down to a pitiful and
unrealistic level.
In 2010 there was a full time manager, a full
time assistant and a cleaner working 30 hours
per week. Today there are only two people

employed, both on a part time basis, as they
are required to divide their time between
St Martin’s Court and other complexes. One
is a Senior Facility Manager and the other
a Manager. The former oversees general
maintenance and equipment and the other the
daily checks and general running of the facility.
There are no cleaners; the management are
expected to take on these duties in addition
to their own. Both look exhausted. Another
staff member has been on sick leave since last
November with no replacement.
It is accepted that one of the biggest
problems for provision of social care is that of
the relief of social isolation and loneliness. It
follows therefore that there is a need for to be
staff in place who can facilitate and encourage
the residents to mix and enjoy each other’s
company. The building is perfectly designed to
accommodate such activity. It is a great pity that
the kitchen is used only for the plating up of
Meals on Wheels, to the few (about half a dozen
residents) who feel that they are good value for

money, or just so that they do not have to take
all of their meals alone.
The lengthy questionnaire that the residents
have been asked to complete is designed to
get individual assistance to the residents. This
would isolate them even more, and if the housing
related support is withdrawn there will be
nobody who is familiar with their circumstances
on the spot to help and advise them. Those who
deal with the elderly know that they often say
that they are able to do more than they can do,
and find these assessments intrusive.
Finally, the article in the spring edition
of the EHPC Newsletter that discussed the
Neighbourhood Plan says: “Development
proposals for the extension of existing care
facilities at Limegrove Care Home or St Martin’s
Court will be supported” - what does this
mean? Is there a long-term plan to make St
Martin’s Court into council housing for the
over 55’s? If this were the case would there be a
change of use issue? It is to be hoped that these
observations will be taken seriously.

What is Horsley Neighbourhood Connections?
We all need help at certain times in our lives. Have you had a change in
your health or mobility and need to find out about services to help you
manage and adapt. Are you a mum looking to develop a social network
or find activities for your family? You may be a carer for a partner or family
member and need extra support. You may be retired and be looking to
“rewire” and start a new hobby.
Whatever your situation, Horsley Neighbourhood Connectors can provide
a listening ear, information and advice about local support and activities. For
example, local transport, activity and interest groups, household help and
statutory services – all tailored to your individual needs.
You will find helpful volunteers at The Horsley Medical Practice on
Wednesday and Friday from 2-4 pm. Please note this is not a medical
service; it is a way to address social and practical needs and to help you
connect with support services.

The service has already made a difference.
One couple came in looking for help around the house, and took away
information about voluntary transport schemes, gardening services,

community meals and safety in the home. They told us, ‘“It is hard to know
what’s out there or where to start and this has helped.” Others have been
put in touch with local social groups such as the University of the Third Age
and Wheel of Care. Volunteers have issued food bank vouchers to support
people facing financial difficulties.
Nationally GPs are struggling with an increasing workload and around
a quarter of doctor’s appointments could be addressed in different ways.
This scheme helps to reduce the burden on primary care services by
utilising community resources and cultivating ‘neighbourliness’.

Come and speak to us!
We would be delighted to hear from you, whatever your age or situation.
Contact the Medical Practice in person or on 01483 284151 and ask to
book a Neighbourhood Connections Appointment. If you are unable to
make it to the surgery simply leave your number with a receptionist and a
volunteer will be happy to give you a phone call. The service is free and all
conversations are confidential.
We would also be pleased to hear from you if you are interested in being
involved with the project. For more information please call 07796 098077.

Signs of the Times
Councillor Column…

Looking ahead to a busy autumn schedule at GBC
AUGUST PROVIDED a lull in the regular
meetings, both at Borough and Parish level,
which take place through the rest of the year.
The exception is the Guildford Borough Council
Planning Committee, which
does have August meetings.
The Planning Committee
considers individual
planning applications,
usually ’difficult’ applications.
Over 95% of applications are
approved or refused under
delegated powers, so those
going to Committee have
caused local controversy
resulting in numbers of
letters of objection against
the planning officer’s
recommendation or have
been referred by officers or members with
specific planning grounds.
Many residents have replied to recent, and
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not so recent, consultations on the draft Local
Plan, which will in due course underlie all those
individual planning decisions, together with
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
and Neighbourhood Plans.
Both East and West Horsley
have made great progress
with their Neighbourhood
Plans, which are likely to be
adopted before the Guildford
Local Plan.
Two important planning
appeals are due to be heard
in the autumn. In September/
October the Wisley appeal
against last year’s refusal
of planning permission for
major development on the
former airfield site will take
place in Guildford, at which East and West
Horsley will be represented (jointly). The site is
still in the draft Local Plan, so the result of this

appeal could well have implications for the
longer term.
Early in November the appeal will be
heard against refusal of a scheme for major
redevelopment of Guildford Station, which
includes over 300 flats. That may have longerterm implications for development in the town
centre.
Towards the end of the year, the results of the
latest Local Plan consultation will be published,
together with any proposed amendments to
the Plan as a result of the consultation. For those
who feel that their views have not been taken
into account there will be the possibility of
asking to appear at the Public Inquiry, expected
in April next year, though the Inspector
conducting proceedings will probably ask
for those wanting to express similar views to
appoint a single spokesman to represent them.
So, an important and busy time on the
planning front in the months ahead.
GBC Councillor Jenny Wicks

E A S T H O R S L E Y PA R I S H C O U N C I L N E W S L E T T E R

Rex Butcher writes: Andrew Franklin, the
councillor with responsibility for roads, related
that to clean the road signs, Surrey County
Council needed numerous forms and tick
boxes checked to proceed. To circumnavigate
the unnecessary paperwork and get the job
done, I volunteered to help. Tools needed
were a window-cleaning squeegee on a pole,
a window cleaning rubber blade and a bucket
of water.
Andrew and I drove around the parish,
mops in hand, washing signs as we went; we

E A S T H O R S L E Y PA R I S H C O U N C I L N E W S L E T T E R

‘YOUR STARTER FOR TEN’ How many
speed signs are there in the parish?

also created a list of all the signs that were
damaged, faded, had bent posts or obscured
by overgrown foliage.
The necessary paperwork was compiled and
presented to SCC Highways department, who,
true to their word, have cut back a lot of the
obscuring foliage and repaired a number of
bent posts. We are not home and dry yet, but
the majority of the Parish road signs are now
clean, algae free and visible.
There are two in particular that still require
the assistance of SCC; they are either side of the

railway bridge on Ockham Road South where
an overhanging tree branch on one side and
hedge on the other, mask the height restriction
warning.
Next on the list is to get the old and
faded, non-reflective signs, of which there
are few, replaced. Then I will progress to the
neighbouring parishes, county, country and
finally, be awarded an MSc (Master of Sign
Cleaning) by HRH in the Honours List!
You may be surprised to know, the answer to
the question is 97!
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Parish Council News

Your Parish
Councillors

Salute to Our Glutton Volunteers
EVERY AUTUMN leaves are mulched by passing cars and washed
into the drains, which then clog up and hey presto Ockham Rd
is flooded. Now, thanks to Guildford Borough Council, we have
our very own Glutton street sweeper. Last month a group of local
volunteers received a demonstration on how the Glutton can

help keep our pavements clear of leaves and thus minimise
flooding. If we can encourage enough volunteers to take the
machine out on a daily basis, they will soon earn the grateful
thanks from anyone who has ever been soaked to the skin by a
passing car speeding along a flooded road.

Stephen Skinner

Chairman
stephen@classicracingltd.com

John Carr

Vice Chairman
john@carrhome.plus.com

Stephen Groom

swgroom@live.co.uk

Volunteers practise their skills at operating the Glutton

Parish Council
Meeting Dates
The Parish Council meets every six weeks on
a Monday at 7.30pm in the Lovelace Room at
the Village Hall. Residents are invited to attend
and can address the Council during Public
Question Time, usually at 8pm.
• 18 September
• 16 October
• 4 December

Planning and Environment
Committee Dates
The Planning and Environment Committee
meets every two weeks or so on Mondays
(unless otherwise stated) at 7.30pm in the
Lovelace Room at the Village Hall. Residents
are welcome to speak for or against Planning
Applications on the Agenda.
•
•
•
•

19 (Tuesday) September
2, 17 (Tuesday) and 30 October
13, 27 November
11 December

STOP PRESS

Linda Elliott

lindyelliott0202@gmail.com

New Editor Required For Newsletter
Due to the increasing demands of full time employment, the current editor of
the EHPC Newsletter, Steve Harvey, is stepping down although he will continue
to contribute articles. If you can write good copy, seek out interesting stories
and take the odd photo or two, this could be just the job for you. Steve will
be happy to brief you and lend support for the December edition. If you are
interested, please contact Nick Clemens at parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org or
Stephen Skinner at chairman@easthorsleypc.org for more information.

Calling All Litter Pickers
It’s that time of year again when we call on local volunteers to don a sexy
hi vis vest and venture forth to pick up a summer’s worth of beer cans,
chip papers and other detritus. This autumn’s litter pick takes place on 30
September from 10am to 12noon. It’s quite amazing how much litter is
gathered by our volunteers and we are most grateful for their efforts in
ensuring our village looks tidy and is safe. If you can help please come along
to Station Parade, Bishopsmead Parade or Effingham Junction outside Mini
Mart at 10am on 30 September. Thank you.

EH Neighbourhood
Plan Consultation Ends
2 October

East Horsley Parish Council Office, Kingston Avenue,
East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6QT
Telephone 01483 281148 · E-mail: parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org

Robert Taylor

rwtaylor9@talktalk.net

Steve Punshon
steven.punshon@btinternet.com

GBC has invited comments on the
Neighbourhood Plan recently submitted by
East Horsley Parish Council. The plan along
with details of how to register a comment
can be found on the GBC Planning Policy
consultation website https://getinvolved.
guildford.gov.uk or you can inspect hard
copies of the plan at the GBC offices in
Millmead. The consultation period ends
2 October.
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Aileen Aitcheson

aileenaitcheson@gmail.com

Andrew Franklin
af@highflyer.tv
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Vacancy for
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