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Editor’s Note…

East Horsley is a rural village with
woodland areas and nearby commons
all just a “short” walk from the Surrey
Hills. So this issue has two new regular
features, a countryside column which
this month looks at The Horsley Jubilee
Trail and a gardening column from
Cedar Nursery. There is also a new page
of “Clubs & Activities” for you to cut out
and keep.
Guildford Borough Council (GBC)
have been busy the last few weeks
agreeing on the submission of both
our Neighbourhood Plan and the Local
Plan to the appropriate examiners for
approval, and the GBC elves and their
cherry picker have put the Christmas
tree lights in place throughout the
village, including those at Effingham
Junction. The lights are owned by East
Horsley Parish Council but GBC store
them and put them up.
You tell us you enjoy the paper copy
of the quarterly Newsletter and we
endeavour to have it delivered on time.
However, the autumn edition suffered
some late deliveries for which we
apologise. Please let us know if you do
not receive your paper copy.
Merry Christmas!
Brenda Aldred
email: easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com

Robert Taylor accepts the VOTY award from PC Chairman Stephen Skinner

Volunteer of the
Year Award 2017

ROBERT TAYLOR is East Horsley Volunteer
of the Year for 2017. He has been a Parish
Councillor for over three years and he
exemplifies the role. He is well prepared for all
Council meetings and his contribution always
has the benefit of the community at its
heart. He also chairs the Planning
and Environment Committee
preparing and running fortnightly
meetings and sits on two other
task groups. In 2017 he has
gone above and beyond what is
expected of a Councillor. His work
on the Neighbourhood Plan and
Wisley Appeal has been exceptional,

Clerk’s Column

…from the Office of the Clerk

Strong & Stable
This phrase has been much maligned in the popular press but it does describe East Horsley
Parish Council. The average term of office for our Councillors is six years with three having
completed eleven years. The Chairman and Vice Chairman are elected by the Council
annually at the Annual Statutory Meeting in May. The Chairman’s role is to manage the
regular Council meetings and attend civic events.
The Council recently agreed to change the maximum continuous term of office for both
roles. The Vice Chairman’s term has been reduced from three years to two years, this will give
a broader base of experience and Councillors who may wish to consider the Chairman’s role a
taster of the commitment required.
The Chairman’s maximum term of tenure has been extended from three years to five years.
The rationale for this is that the Chairman will be able to see a full five year plan through to
the end and see projects completed.
As you will see from this issue and previous newsletters, the Parish Council is at the
forefront of community action. If you have skills that would benefit East Horsley
why not become a Councillor to maintain a ‘strong and stable’ community.

Nick Clemens – email: parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org
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many hours of work reading and preparing
documents and attending meetings. This work
will have a lasting benefit for East Horsley.

Preferred Route
Announcement

Earlier this year Highways England consulted
on proposed improvements to the M25
Junction 10 / A3 Wisley interchange
scheme and are now pleased
to announce that the preferred
option for this scheme is Option
14, the elongated roundabout.
This option provides dedicated
free-flow left turns for all traffic
using the roundabout. Pedestrians,
cyclists and horse riders will have
segregated crossings at the junction. It also
includes the widening of the A3 between the
Ockham Junction and Painshill Junction from
three to four lanes.
To ensure that all road users are safe, and
to prevent conflict between vehicles directly
entering and exiting a four-lane high-speed
section of the A3, direct accesses onto and off
the A3 between these junctions will be stopped
up. However Old Lane will remain open with
improved sightlines and slip roads.
Highways England believe that the preferred
option offers the best solution for all users,
whilst minimising the environmental impact.
A second, statutory consultation will take
place early in 2018, giving the public the
opportunity to further influence the design.
More information on www.easthorsley.info
nearer the time.
The preferred route announcement
brochure can be viewed at Horsley
Library or to view all documents visit
highwaysengland.citizenspace.com.
Front Cover: The Nomad pantomime characters
meet Father Christmas
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Christmas in East Horsley Aspirations
We asked for some of your
ASPIRATIONS for 2018 here are a few
of the more realistic ones!

• Roads are repaired regularly and drains
kept clear and made functional –
Cllr John Carr

• Everyone visit their local shops and

buy one item, rather than waiting for
the weekly shop - a resolution that
would help our village thrive - Shelina,
Bishopsmead Post Office

Sue, Mia and Margaret Stevens receive the trophy from Chairman Stephen Skinner for ‘Best Christmas
Shop Window Display 2017’, as selected by the Mayor of Guildford, Cllr Nigel Manning

• SCC take responsibility for the fly tipping
that rubbish tip charges have caused –
Cllr Andrew Franklin

• Our Neighbourhood Plan is adopted, so
we can enjoy a great Surrey village –
Cllr Stephen Skinner

• Horsley retailers work together making
East Horsley a great place to live Terri Wood, Daisy Maison

Bookham & Horsley Riding for the Disabled Assoc

Frances and Mary decorations

• Children have places at local schools,

businesses boom & property prices are
affordable – Cllr Lindy Elliott

• Get to know more of our local residents
and what they would like us to stock –
Peter, Forest Road Mini Mart

• Continue to improve the health and
wellbeing of our community –
Caroline, Practice Manager, Medical
Centre

The Whips Theatre

• Where East meets West – Horsley Hub –
a new way to connect our communities
– Kate White, horsleyhub.com

• Looking forward to meeting more of

you at our awesome Village Hall in 2018
– Laura, Village Hall Manager

Cake competition winner Harriet Allen, aged 9

Decorations by Class 4H Raleigh School

Use It or Lose It!
CAN YOU IMAGINE having to travel to
Ripley or Bookham to post a parcel or tax your
car? This could be a real possibility following
plans by the Post Office to axe regular
payments to our two village post offices.
From next year, Shelina (Bishopsmead Parade)
and Roshini (Station Parade) will lose their
monthly retainers and have to rely entirely
on commission from sales of Post Office
services. Lost revenue will have to be made up
from other retail services, such as running a
convenience store.
In Station Parade, Roshini is planning an
extensive refurbishment in January and will
re-open as a convenience store whilst retaining
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a post office counter. Shelina who owns the
freehold of her shop is still considering her
options. She says using the post office to
withdraw cash is a great way to support the
business.
Both Shelina and Roshini work long hours, in
Shelina’s case rising at 5am seven days a week
to prepare newspapers for home delivery.
Both feel they provide a valuable service to the
community, especially for elderly customers
who rely on them for help and advice. So if
the community wishes to retain the benefit
of having a local post offices in both Station
Parade and Bishopsmead Parade, the answer is
straightforward – USE IT or LOSE IT!

Roshini Rammeash with husband Ratnasingam
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NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Looking forward to another
year in East Horsley
AS A RELATIVE NEWCOMER to the village –
apparently I shed that status only after 40 years
of continual residency – my enthusiasm for East
Horsley remains constant. I see the changes,
the loss of small dwellings, the rise of the
“footballers’ wives” houses, the perception that
Ockham Road is a racing track, reduction in
support for Adult Social Services, the increase in
fly-tipping … the list goes on.
But I am nothing but confident. I work on
the Parish Council with likeminded individuals
– all of whom believe that people can make
a difference – and do. Through my role of a
councillor I come into contact every day with
people who want to help others by giving time
and effort into making the village safer and
more attractive in which to live.
I will look back at 2017 at the AGM in May next
year, so now is a time (without the aid of rose
tinted glasses) to look at what we might expect
in the village over the next 12 months.
1. Reduced services from both GBC and SCC
2. Decision of Wisley Planning Appeal
3. Hundreds of wagon journeys moving waste
into The Drift for the golf driving range
4. Continued uncertainty on GBC local plan.

But on a brighter note:
1. Acceptance of East Horsley
Neighbourhood Plan
2. Continued rollout of Neighbourhood
Connections project
3. Installation of first public loo in the village
4. Resurface of Station Parade (courtesy of you
the village)
5. EHPC continues to fill the void left by
GBC and SCC
6. Safer roads due to actions taken by local
people
7. Positive and continued pro-active corps of
volunteers
8. East Horsley Summer Festival in 2018
I thank the village for its support over the last
12 months. It is a pleasure to talk to residents
about our and their plans. It is going to be a
challenging year and it will require money and
commitment to bring about the results that we
want. But if change is coming then let us turn it
to our advantage.
East Horsley Parish Council Chairman,
Stephen Skinner

Funding Cut for St. Martin’s Court
IN SEPTEMBER of this year I wrote to Councillor
Mel Few, Cabinet Minister for Adults, Surrey
County Council (SCC) in defence of St Martin’s
Court in East Horsley as a stand had to be taken
on behalf our residents.
St Martin’s Court is an amenity to provide
Sheltered Housing which means exactly that,
people who are vulnerable being housed where
their needs can be met with emergencies being
quickly identified and dealt with. However, with
the systematic withdrawal of staffing making
a mockery of this definition, the residents are
mostly left to fend for themselves despite their
average age being in the 80s.
The response I received did little to provide
confidence or encouragement – SCC have
decided to cease Housing Related Support for
older people and those with disability (their
words), achieving a saving annually of £2.8m.
It is worth remembering that in 2016/17 SCC
raised Council Tax by 3.9% – 2% allowed by
law and an additional 2% purely to provide
additional money for Adult Social Care. How
disingenuous this now appears!
This is becoming the common theme,
money is tight so support for services is
withdrawn – but this creates a vacuum that
can be filled only by volunteers and social and
charity organisations. Please help us fill the
void. The plan is not yet fully formed but the
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Parish Council and St Martin’s Church as well as
several other local well-established volunteer
organisations are looking for help and support,
be it ideas, volunteer’s time or social visiting.
This is a classic case of YOUR VILLAGE
NEEDS YOU!
If you feel you can get involved you will be
made extremely welcome. Please contact Nick
Clemens on 01483 281148. The residents of St.
Martin’s Court deserve better and it is down to
us to ensure that it happens.
EHPC Chairman Stephen Skinner

Councillor Stephen Skinner

Neighbourhood
Plan latest
news...
Regulation 16 consultation
results now published.
On 2 October 2017 the Regulation 16
consultation officially closed after a sixweek period of consultation. Six different
parties submitted comments – three East
Horsley residents (two supporting the plan,
one critical) and three from developers or
their representatives. Details may be found
in the Neighbourhood Plan section of the
parish council website.
This response compares with 73
comments made during the Regulation 14
consultation held in the Spring, following
which changes were made to the plan
prior to its submission to GBC.

Examination of the plan to
begin soon
The next step in the legal process required
for the adoption of our Neighbourhood
Plan is the appointment of an official
examiner.
Examiners are supplied by NPIERS, an
independent body, who have nominated
an experienced Neighbourhood Plan
specialist based in Bristol, Liz Beth.
Liz Beth is an accredited examiner
involved with over 30 Neighbourhood
Plans in recent years, either as planning
adviser or independent examiner. Her
report on the East Horsley Neighbourhood
Plan is scheduled for delivery around the
end of January 2018.
Councillor Robert Taylor
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East Horsley’s
first-ever
public loo
looms
Our new sports facilities and skatepark have increased awareness of
Kingston Meadow with easy access and free parking encouraging
more people to spend time here.
THIS HAS LED to pressure for toilet facilities
and your Parish Council has announced that, all
being well, East Horsley’s first ever public loo
will arrive in 2018.
Keith Noble asked Parish Councillor Stephen
Groom to tell us more about the project.
Where will it be situated and when will
it be opening?
It will be located at the southern end of the
Village Hall where feedback told us it was
most needed, near the exercise equipment,
children’s playground and skatepark. On
timing, we are in the hands of Guildford
Borough Council. It is their land and although
they have approved the proposal in principle,
they want to be kept closely involved in
progress. However, we are aiming for a grand
opening in the Spring.
Why not use the perfectly good Village
Hall WCs?
We investigated this option, but it was clear that
with a nursery school, children’s parties and
a thriving youth club there were insuperable
safeguarding and security challenges with
turning the Village Hall’s guest facilities into
public toilets. The project will involve minimal
disruption to Village Hall and Kingston Meadow
facilities and services as the unit is built off site
by one of the leaders in the field and designed
to be hooked up and ready for use within a few
days after delivery.

How much are they going to cost and
where will the funding come from?
The cost, including installation, is around the
mid-£60,000s. Estimates are £9000 for annual
cleaning, maintenance and utility costs and
£10,000 for paths to the facility over Kingston
Meadow.
GBC has agreed a grant of £13000 towards the
capital cost and the Parish Council has applied
for a Lottery grant of £10,000.
Are you anticipating making a
charge?
The current thinking is that there will be no
charge, but the specification allows this to be
altered if found to be necessary
Will they be open 24 hours?
The unit will be closed overnight.
Surely the village does not have “too
much to loos” by seeing this project
through?
Nice one, Keith! East Horsley is the largest
settlement in Guildford borough after Guildford
and Ash.
It is, quite frankly, a disgrace that it has taken
this long for the village to have public toilet
facilities. In the fullness of time we hope to see
similar units in both East Horsley’s main shopping
areas, but this is a great start, which meets the
most urgent need, and we believe it will be of real
and lasting benefit to the community.

Simulated incident on Footpath 99

Footpath 99 at
the crossroads

“FOOTPATH 99” is one of the most popular
public footpaths in Horsley.
It runs parallel with the stretch of the railway
track between Kingston Meadow and The Street
in West Horsley.
Although all of FP99 is in West Horsley,
residents of both Horsleys use it a lot and it
came up for discussion at a recent meeting of
EHPC. The aspect debated is its use by cyclists.
Long stretches of it are narrow and concerns
have been expressed that it is not clear who has
right of way whenever a pedestrian and a cyclist
meet. This causes safety concerns when cyclists
are travelling towards the station at some speed
to catch a train.
Representatives of West Horsley Parish
Council were present at the meeting and they
agreed to conduct a feasibility study. This would
focus on whether it was viable to convert the
path to a dual use foot and cycle path.
One aspect is the possibility of contiguous
land being made available by its owners where
the path is currently not wide enough to
accommodate separate lanes for pedestrians
and cyclists.
The study will be conducted early in 2018 so,
literally, watch this space!
Councillor Stephen Groom

New Manager for
Village Hall
There’s a new face at East Horsley Village Hall.
Laura Tuohey has taken over from Zoe Franklin as
manager and can be contacted on 01483 285019.

A smilar unit to that proposed at Kingston Meadow
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The

Chown Story
BY STEVE HARVEY

East Horsley is often referred to as the ‘The Lovelace Village’ but it could just as easily be known as ‘The
Chown Village’ after Frank Chown, the architect, developer and entrepreneur who purchased much
of the land surrounding Horsley Towers estate and built dozens of handsome, detached cottage-style
houses, many on private roads.
TODAY CHOWN properties are much sought
after and their owners go to great lengths
to retain the original Chown features such
as thatched roofs, eyebrow windows and
oak doors and windows. Who was Frank
Chown and how did he come to select East
Horsley as the centre of his construction and
development activities?
Our story begins in 1920. For aviation
enthusiast and entrepreneur, Tommy Sopwith,
the Great War had been extremely profitable
but all of a sudden things started to go badly
wrong. He had recently moved into his
palatial new home, Horsley Towers but now,
as he stood in the magnificent dining room
looking out over his estate, he took stock of his
situation. Eight years earlier, aged 24, Sopwith
had had the foresight to open a small aircraft
factory in Kingston-upon-Thames with his
business partner, another aviation enthusiast,
Harry Hawker. Business was slow to begin with
but when war broke out in 1914, orders came
flooding in. The recently formed Army Flying
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Corps needed aircraft and fast. Soon huge
numbers of Sopwith designed aircraft were
rolling off the production lines, ‘Pups’, ‘Snipes’,
‘Strutters, ‘Tabloids’ and, of course, the famous
Sopwith ‘Camel’.
The profits were so substantial that

“Chown properties are much sought after
and their owners go to great lengths to
retain the original Chown features such
as thatched roofs, eyebrow windows and
oak doors and windows.”
when Horsley Towers came up for auction
on 29 July 1919, Sopwith was easily able to
outbid everyone else. In just three minutes,
he acquired the house and estate comprising
2,750 acres for £150,000. However that was just
the beginning as he ploughed thousands more
into the house installing new bathrooms and
kitchens, a central heating system, electricity,

drainage and a telephone – the number was
Clandon 21. All seemed to be going according
to plan when, suddenly, came a bombshell.
The British government accused Sopwith
of making excess profits from the sale of
aircraft and they wanted their money back.
In addition, with the cessation of hostilities,
orders for new aircraft had dried up and,
within a year or so of the war ending, Sopwith
Aviation was declared bankrupt. Sopwith
needed to raise cash quickly and, in July 1920,
he authorised an auction of some of the land
surrounding the estate. In November of that
year, the entire Horsley Towers estate was put
up for auction. It was not a success with the
highest bid amounting to just £99,500, less
than half of his investment to date and the sale
was withdrawn.
Frank Herbert Chown was born in London
on 19 June 1878, one of nine children to Henry
and Elizabeth Chown. Henry managed a shop
in Holborn and did sufficiently well to be able
to send young Frank to Ardingly College in
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“When the second Boer War broke out in
1899, 21-year-old Frank signed up with
the City of London Volunteers. On his
return from South Africa, Frank qualified
as a building surveyor.”

Far left: Frank Chown
Above: Frank Chown in South Africa
Below left: Frank & Nell with sons
Donald and Kenneth
Below right: Ready for war

Sussex. When the second Boer War broke
out in 1899, 21-year-old Frank signed up with
the City of London Volunteers. On his return
from South Africa, Frank went to college and
qualified as a building surveyor and, on 1 June
1907, married Ellen ‘Nell’ Hilliard in Wimbledon
Parish Church. They initially settled in Tolworth
but soon moved to Norbury to raise their two
sons, Donald and Kenneth. Frank started a
business designing and constructing houses. It
was evidently successful as soon he was able to
afford a splendid open top motor car with which
to drive down to their beachside bungalow in
Pagham, West Sussex.
In July 1920, Frank happened to be visiting
Guildford and quite by chance wandered into
an auction room where plots of land from
Horsley Towers were up for sale. Purely on
impulse, Frank purchased a plot on Ockham
Road South (then known as Ripley Road) and,
on the way back home to Norbury, stopped off
to inspect his purchase. He proceeded to build
a handsome detached house for his family and
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named it ‘Frenchlands’ (it’s still there today). In
those days, East Horsley lacked mains water and
electricity and Frank had to persuade the water
company and electricity supply company to
extend their services to the village.
In December 1923, Frank’s wife Nell tragically

“Frank happened to be visiting Guildford
and quite by chance wandered into an
auction room where plots of land from
Horsley Towers were up for sale. Purely
on impulse, Frank purchased a plot on
Ockham Road South.”
died of cancer and, heartbroken, he moved with
his children to Oxshott. In 1928, he met and
married Eileen Stulcken, (known affectionately
as Chummie), and set up house in Ashtead
where Frank had established an estate office.
Their new home, designed naturally by Chown,
was called ‘Franleen’, a combination of their first

names, Frank and Eileen. Their daughter Jill, was
born there on 10 February 1929.
In 1926, Tommy Sopwith instructed Knight
Frank & Rutley to have another attempt to
sell Horsley Towers and this time the sale was
successful. The main building was purchased
by two ladies, Miss Maule and Miss Isaacson,
who together ran a private girls school in Hove
and were looking for new larger premises.
Also attending the auction was Frank Chown
however his interest centred not on the house
but on the surrounding land. He came away
very satisfied having purchased no less than
500 acres of prime building land in and around
East Horsley. Planning and construction was
soon underway.
In Part Two of The Chown Story (in the
Spring Newsletter) we will look at how Frank
Chown populated East Horsley with some very
handsome houses and, had the Second World
War not intervened, would have covered much
of the land surrounding the village with more
of the same.

w w w. e a s t h o r s l e y. i n f o
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Gardening throughout
the year – Wintertime
AS I WRITE this I picture you sitting in front of a log fire, one of winter’s treats, taking stock of what
the coming year has to offer in your garden.
In this article I’d like to give you a couple of ideas to inspire you during the wintertime.
Sarcococca (sweet box) is, for me, one of the most fantastic plants that nature has to offer. This can
be combined with Hamamelis (witch hazel) and a selection of little cyclamen to make up a triptych
that will produce a lovely spectacle. Plant in pots and place them by the front or back door or on the
terrace and in the Spring you can put the pots in the garden borders. They really bring out the best of
what nature has to offer in the Winter.
Now, how to get a little extra out of another incumbent on the terrace, the barbecue. This should
be fun, but make sure that you are wrapped up warm. We say there is no such thing as bad weather
just inappropriate clothing and that really is the case when barbecuing in the winter.
When you choose what you’re going to cook keep it simple, quick and easy, like sausages, burgers,
fish and vegetable kebabs. We recommend you keep a lid on the barbecue when cooking and don’t
keep peeking to see how the food is doing – allow the barbecue do its thing.
Now let the fun begin. You’ve cooked tasty food and you’ve got marvellous scented flowers by the
back door, so warm up the mulled wine and get the neighbours round to share the winter barbecue.
It might be a bit unusual and it’s not what everybody does, but let’s make an event of the Winter!
Tim Sharples of Cedar Nursery, Horsley Road

Councillor Column Julie Iles SCC The Nomads’
I WAS ELECTED as your Surrey County
Councillor, representing the Horsleys division,
in May. Since then I have been working with the
Parish Councils to resolve local
issues and concerns.
One of my key points for the
area was to fight for our fair
share of funding to carry out
road repairs. East Horsley Parish
Council set a great example in
partnership working and with
their contribution, repairs have
been carried out at the entrance
to Lovelace Close and we are
looking at making good the road
surface at Station Parade. The
concrete surface on Kingston Avenue, where
the ruts posed a problem for cyclists, has been
repaired, potholes at Station Approach have
been filled and residents are really pleased with
the new road surface on East Lane.
Things have been busy on the planning
front. Guildford Borough Council have reviewed
comments received on the East Horsley

Neighbourhood Plan and submitted the plan
to the accredited examiner. The outcome is
expected by the end of January 2018. The
former Wisley airfield planning
appeal inquiry closed on 20
October but a decision is not
expected until well into next
year.
Meanwhile the Raleigh School
want to engage with local
residents on their vision for a
new school on site A41, in the
original draft of the Guildford
Local Plan. It’s a field on East
Lane opposite Manor Farm,
West Horsley. They will circulate
questionnaires in the November/December
edition of the Horsley Directory. Make sure you
have your say by 21 December.
Each month I send out an email bulletin
to update residents on local issues. If you
would like a copy please let me know at
contact@julieiles.uk and I will add you to the
circulation list.

new Green
Room

THE NOMAD THEATRE has opened its new
Green Room. The new building is an integral
part of the main theatre with double doors
leading into the new multi-purpose room
allowing easier access for audiences, including
wheelchair users, which the annual production,
“Play In A Week” will benefit from. Affiliate
groups, Nomad productions and Nomes Youth
Theatre will all have extra rehearsal space, and
the ‘Prompt Corner’ group is looking forward to
holding their monthly meetings and lunches in
a more spacious venue.

New owner – all sorted
IF YOU were wondering what’s
happening at the old Royal Mail sorting
office opposite Bishopsmead Parade
it’s been acquired by local resident
Mark Kavanagh as headquarters for his
lighting design business, “Future Light
Design”. Renamed ‘The Post House’, it
will consist of a high quality showroom,
offices and stores. Work is well
underway and Mark expects to move
into the offices in February although
the showrooms won’t be open until
later in the year.
PS: The phone box will stay!
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Mark Kavanagh outside The Post House

The new Nomad Theatre Green Room
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Traffic Calming Measures Plans
“Slow down, you move too fast”…so sang Simon & Garfunkel
in “Feelin’ Groovy”

50 YEARS on that’s the refrain of residents
towards users of the village roads and your Parish
Council is very alive to this constant concern.
In response, 2017 brought about the
installation of a traffic calming road table on
Ockham Road outside La Meridiana. Although
there is no direct comparison data to draw upon,
most southbound vehicles entering the village
are now generally obeying the speed limit.
On a dry, sunny September morning in an
85 minute period 101 vehicles were driven
from the Ockham direction. 78 were travelling
at 30mph or below. Of the other 23 more than
half were doing 31 or 32mph. A very pleasing
result and our thanks go to SCC for financing
the table.
We are also aware that a number of
pedestrians have reported being clipped by

wing mirrors of passing cars at the Ockham
Road South ‘pinch point’ at Lynx Hill.
Unfortunately, at present, there is no budget
to significantly lessen the risk factor. However,
EHPC have had ‘Slow’ signs painted on the
road surface 50 yards or so either side of the
narrowest point.
You may have read in the last issue of
the Newsletter that, as part of our self-help
initiative, the majority of road signs are now
clean, visible and, where necessary, realigned.
Some were in need of replacement and have
now been changed. All part of our drive to make
everyone safer.
If you wish to log any road related
matters email Nick Clemens, parishcouncil@
easthorsleypc.org.
Councillor Andrew Franklin

The Horsley Diamond Jubilee Trail
THE HORSLEY Diamond Jubilee Trail is a circular
walk of some nine miles through the Parishes
of East and West Horsley and Effingham using
mainly footpaths and bridleways through The
Forest, Effingham Common, Great Ridings
Wood, Oldlands Wood, Effingham Forest and
the Sheepleas.
The walk passes through open fields and
woodland, rising in elevation from 90 feet at
the start of the walk at Horsley Station to some
570 feet up on the Sheepleas, so called because
the Black Death in 1349 wiped out most of the
farm labour in the Horsleys and the area was
turned over to sheep grazing. The northern
part of the walk falls within the Thames Basin
Heaths Special Protection Area while Sheepleas
lies on the chalk slopes of the North Downs
within the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding

Natural Beauty (designation 1958) and covers
an area of approximately 270 acres. The mosaic
of woodland, grassland, and scrub habitats
supports a diverse range of wildlife and, as
a result, the reserve was designated a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in 1975 and a
Local Nature Reserve (LNR) in 2005.
Along the trail you pass some significant
architecture including the flint and brick
Lovelace Bridges, St. Mary’s Church, originally
a Saxon Church founded in 1030, West
Horsley Place, a 12th Century timber framed
manor house built by the de Windsors and
later owned by Henry VIII and the nephew
of Sir Walter Raleigh and Lollesworth Farm, a
16th Century farmhouse with 18th Century
additions to the rear.
Olaf Karlsen

announced
for Festival
East Horsley Parish Council will
be hosting its 2nd ARTS FESTIVAL
and STREET PARTY in 2018.
What is it?
Similar to the Street Party and Arts
Festival which was held to celebrate the
Queen’s 90th birthday but we are hoping
to include Street Food, Craft Beers and
Artisan Drinks

Where is the venue?
Kingston Meadow, next to the Village Hall

What do I bring?
A chair, rug and picnic

How much are the tickets?
Nothing, its Free

Can I buy food and drink
on site?
Yes, that’s the plan

What is there to do and see?
Visit the stalls, watch Local Artists/
Performers and party with your fellow
residents

What is the date?
The date is yet to be decided.

Where can I find details of
times, parking etc?
Further information will be in the Spring
Newsletter, on the Parish Council website
and on banners around the village nearer
the time.

What sort of skills you we
looking for?

• Dancers
• Singers (Classic, Pop, Soul, Rappers,
Rock etc)
• Street Food/Drink Vendors
• Jugglers
• Acrobats
• Artists
• Potters
• Stand-up Comedians
• …and then some

The Trail map is available at the Library

E A S T H O R S L E Y PA R I S H C O U N C I L N E W S L E T T E R

If you would like to perform or
exhibit contact Lindy by email
lindyelliott0202@gmail.com, or call
the Parish Council Office, 01483
281148, with details of your skill.

w w w. e a s t h o r s l e y. i n f o
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Local Plan Needs
Local Democracy
GBC Councillor for the Horsleys, David Reeve, representing the
Guildford Greenbelt Group
ON 21 NOVEMBER, Guildford Borough Council
(GBC) passed the resolution to submit the
Local Plan for the Planning Inspector’s public
examination, which will be held in Guildford
around May 2018.
However, I consider that insufficient weight
has been given to residents’ responses in
the three public consultations, and that the
Borough could, and should, be submitting a
different Plan to the Planning Inspectorate.
I have been giving some thought as to how
residents can more effectively influence the
decisions of their Borough Council. It is clear
that despite the large numbers of public
comments during the consultations, there has
been little change to the Plan as far as East and
West Horsley are concerned – and any changes
simply reversed site allocations proposed
for housing that, in my opinion, should not
have been included in the first place – for
example the site A41 in West Horsley adjacent
to Lollesworth Lane and Silkmore Lane (in an
earlier draft of the Plan).
In addition to letters, there are three
mechanisms whereby residents can make their
views known about any subject on which they

W I S L E Y

have strong views, namely: to directly address
all councillors at a Council meeting; to ask a
written question (including the opportunity
to ask a further oral question to follow up the
response received); or to use the Council’s
petition scheme. I urge local residents to
get further involved as in my opinion, local
democracy is not working particularly well
in GBC at present, and if any resident wishes
to use any of these mechanisms, I would
be happy to assist in providing advice and
background information. You can contact
me at david.reeve@guildford.gov.uk or on
01483 282063.
Finally, I think it is worth considering whether
our Local Council would be more responsive to
residents’ concerns if its composition was more
like that in Epsom & Ewell, where 30 of the 38
councillors are representatives of a group called
“Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell”. It
is the only Council in England where Residents
Associations have overall control. In contrast,
the position in Guildford is that one national
party has consistently held about three quarters
of the seats in the Council. Food for thought for
the 2019 local elections?

A I R F I E L D

P U B L I C

New installations at
Wellington Meadow
IN EARLY NOVEMBER, two new information
boards and an oak bench were installed for
visitors use at the Meadow, opoosite the Duke of
Wellington, on the A246. The stalwart bench is
dedicated to Robert Agar (Horsley Countryside
Preservation Society) and was made by Norbury
Park Wood Products from sustainable English
timber. It is situated next to a young oak tree and
it is hoped that in future years this will provide
shade to those who sit there.

Alex Allwood of West Horsley installs the new
noticeboards and bench

I N Q U I R Y

Ending on a high!
THE WISLEY AIRFIELD public inquiry came to a
close on Friday 20 October after 19 days.
On the opening day 150 local residents
come to voice their opposition to the proposed
development and later in the Guildford Council
Chamber many watched from the public gallery.
After two days of opening statements, the
Horsley Parish Councils (HPC) began with
submissions from their transport witness and
a planning specialist. Other Rule 6* parties
followed, Ripley Parish Council, Cobham
Conservation & Heritage Trust, Highways
England and a local Ockham resident. Due
to last minute submissions by the Appellant,
Wisley Property Investments Limited (WPIL),
Wisley Action Group (WAG) and Ockham Parish
Council were forced to delay their evidence on
air quality, ecology and planning.
On Tuesday 3 October at the ‘Third Party’
session 28 residents came forward with
submissions, all voicing strong opposition
to the project. WPIL, called seven expert

witnesses. The last two witnesses, WSP
Transport Consultant and Savills, had
extensive cross-examinations from the Rule
6 parties, particularly WAG barrister Richard
Harwood QC and the Horsleys barrister Mark
Westmoreland-Smith.
Guildford Borough Council (GBC) defended
only one and a half of the Reasons for Refusal
of their fourteen cited. As a result GBC’s
barrister, was less active in cross-examining the
WPIL witnesses though he made an exception
with the Savills’ planning witness’s Green Belt
argument.

“On the opening day 150 local residents
come to voice their opposition to the
proposed development and later in
the Guildford Council Chamber many
watched from the public gallery.”

On Tuesday 24 October 40
local residents accompanied
the inspector on the site visit.
A ‘cherry picker’ was parked
on the runway and extended
to 19.5 metres – the height
of five-storey blocks as
proposed by WPIL – so Mr
Hughes could appreciate
their impact.
The Planning
Inspectorate has informed
us that the latest date for
the inspector’s report to be
delivered to the Secretary of
State (SoS) is 31 March 2018.
There is no date for the SoS’s
decision
*Rule 6 status refers to
interested parties formally part
of the inquiry process
Councillor Robert Taylor

To comment on an item of local interest, please submit no more than 200 words to easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com
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Clubs & activites
around the village
ARTS

Horsley & Clandon Society of Arts
Robyn Cormack Tel: 01483 224063
Horsley Craft Group
Jody Fern Tel: 01483 284437
The Arts Society Horsley
Shirley Goodwin Tel: 01372 454642
www.theartssocietyhorsley.org.uk
The Arts Society Horsley Lovelace
Clare Hewlett Tel: 01483 283635
www.theartssocietyhorsleylovelace.org.uk

S P O R T S & AC T I V I T I E S
Horsley Sports Club
Pennymead Drive, East Horsley
www.horsleysportsclub.com
BMX & Skatepark
Outdoor Exercise Equipment & MUGA
Kingston Meadow, Kingston Avenue
East Horsley Bowling Club
Marilyn Murphy Tel: 01483 284701
www.easthorsleybc.co.uk
The Horsley Shufflers
www.facebook.com/HorsleyShufflers
Horsley Football Club West Horsley
Russell Palmer 01483 283160
www.horsleyfc.co.uk
Effingham and Leatherhead RFC
Tel: 01372 458887
www.eaglesrugby.co.uk
British Legion Snooker and Billiards
Lindy Elliott Tel: 01483 281182
Seated dance class
Monday 2.15pm St Martin’s Court
01483 282038
Effingham Table Tennis Club
Tim Hobbs Tel: 01372 452197
Horsley Tennis Club
www.horsleysportsclub.com
Horsley Badminton Club
David Sethi: 01483 282468
www.horsleybadminton.co.uk
Horsley Cricket Club
Horsley Sports Club
www.horsleysportsclub.com
Effingham Cricket Club
Email: info@effinghamcc.co.uk
www.effinghamcc.co.uk
Horsley and Send Cricket Club
Jonathan Searle Tel: 01483 490900
www.horsleyandsendcc.co.uk

EQUESTRIAN
Holistic Horse & Pony Centre
Wendy Price Tel: 01483 283221
www.theholistichorseandponycentre.com

Wix Hill Riding & Livery
Claire Edwards Tel: 01483 223100
www.wix-hill-livery-stables.co.uk

C LU B S
University of the Third Age (U3A)
Bill Hewlett Tel: 01483 283635
www.horsleyu3a.org.uk
East Horsley Women’s Institute
Sue Burge Tel: 01483 283803
East Horsley Women’s Institute
Jennie Hamel-Cooke Tel: 01483 282922
West Surrey Natural History Society
Tel: 01372 457623
Probus Men’s Lunch Club
David Lush Tel: 01483 280267
Rotary Club of Bookham & Horsley
Paul Simons Tel: 01483 284193
Horsley Countryside Preservation
Roy Proctor Tel: 01483 282410
www.surreycommunity.info/hcps
East Horsley Bridge Club
Anne Hereward Tel: 01483 571300
www.bridgewebs.com/easthorsley
Horsley Floral Decoration Group
Ruth Farmer Tel: 01483 202440
Horsley Garden Society
Roger Lindsay Tel: 01483 282408
Beehive Craft Group
Margaret Read Tel: 01483 282038
www.easthorsleychurch.org.uk

YO U T H
Horsley Youth Club
Tracy Coleman
Email: tracycoleman@matrixtrust.com

Diary of
Local Events
To have your event or activity listed here,
please send details by email to either:
• info@easthorsley.info or
• easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com

The Whips
West Horsley Village Hall, The Street,
West Horsley, KT24 6DD
Box Office 01483 284141
www.ticketsource.co.uk/horsleyamdram
The Whips Quiz Night
13 January 7pm, tickets £15.00 inc supper

Whippets Production
The Addams Family
22 – 24 March 7pm, Saturday matinée
2.30pm

The Nomad Theatre
Bishopsmead, East Horsley
Box Office 01483 284747
Dick Whittington
by Peter Denyer
12 – 16 December 7.30pm, Saturday
matinée 2.30pm
Tickets: adults £16, children/students
£10, adults £12 on 12 Dec
Traditional pantomime story of Dick
Whittington and his cat.

St Martin’s Church
Film Clubs
Family Cinema
First Friday in the month 5pm film with
pizza. Tel: 01483 282038
Spiritual Cinema
Third Sunday in the month film with
supper. Tel: 01483 283713

Horsley Choral Society

1st Horsley Beavers, Cubs & Scouts
Ian Stewart Tel: 07951 408502
www.scouts.org.uk

Spring Season 2018
Starts 8 January 2018, 8-10pm at East
Horsley Village Hall. New members
welcome. Tel: 01483 283683

4th Horsley Brownies
Elizabeth Robinson Tel: 01483 281341

St Martin’s Church

1st West Horsley Brownies
Email: westhorsleybrownies@gmail.com
1st Horsley Guides
Karlenne Peach Tel: 01483 224692
Explorer Scouts
Email: kevin@yeo.me.uk

C H O R A L & D R A M AT I C S
The Nomad Theatre
Tel: 01483 284717 www.nomadtheatre.com
The Whips Players
Tel: 01372 457501 www.horsleyamdram.org
Horsley Choral Society
Lindsey Holman-Hirst Tel: 01483 283683
www.horsleychoralsociety.com

Church Services at Christmas
Sunday 17 December
6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons & Carols
Christmas Eve Sunday 24 December
3pm Crib Service
11pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Sunday 25 December
8am Holy Communion
10.30am Christmas Day Family Service

Horsley Evangelical
Church
Sunday 17 December
4pm Traditional Carol Service
Christmas Day Monday 25 December
10.30am Christmas Morning Service

If you would like to add your club, please email your details to: parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org
E A S T H O R S L E Y PA R I S H C O U N C I L N E W S L E T T E R
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Parish Council News
Legible Lettering

Your Parish
Councillors

Hearing Champions

The East Horsley Village sign at the junction of The Drift and Ockham Road North
has had the lettering painted in by Brenda Aldred. Jim Rogerson, the builder who
built the seat and sign many years ago, is delighted to see his work completed at
last. Now all it needs is a couple of spotlights – any offers to install?

A free service for people with
NHS hearing aids including basic
maintenance, battery supply,
cleaning & re-tubing, troubleshooting and advice.
This is a Guildford Diocese initiative,
in partnership with the NHS and St
Martin’s Church, East Horsley.
Sessions are held at:

Stephen Skinner

Chairman
stephen@classicracingltd.com

• The Canterbury Rooms,

St Martin’s Church,
Ockham Road South KT24 6RL
(behind the church)

• Second Thursday in the month

John Carr

Vice Chairman
john@carrhome.plus.com

10.00am – 12.30pm.

• Bring your brown NHS Battery

Book (which includes your settings
and requirements) and your
hearing aid.

You are here!

Parish Council Meeting Dates
The Parish Council meets every six
weeks on a Monday at 7.30pm in the
Lovelace Room at the Village Hall.
Residents are invited to attend and
can address the Council during Public
Question Time, usually at 8pm.
• 8 January
• 9 February
• 19 March

Planning and Environment
Committee Dates
The Planning and Environment
Committee meets every two weeks
or so on Mondays (unless otherwise
stated) at 7.30pm in the Lovelace
Room at the Village Hall. Residents
are invited to speak for or against
Planning Applications on the Agenda.
• 2, 15, 29 January
• 13 (Agnes Conisbee Room) & 27
February
• 12, 26 March

Be our Guest Editor
We are considering Guest Editors
for the newsletter. If you can write

Neighbourhood Watch
good copy, seek out interesting
stories and take the odd photo, the
Communications Team will be happy
to brief you and lend support. If
you are interested, please contact
Nick Clemens at parishcouncil@
easthorsleypc.org or Stephen Skinner
at chairman@easthorsleypc.org for
more information.

To Grit or Not to Grit!
The grit bins around the village
that are full of road salt have been
checked. If the weather is icy or looks
dangerous please put salt down.

Calling all Litter Pickers
Make a note in your diary for the next
Litter Pick on Saturday 17 March.
We meet at 10am sharp by the PC
Noticeboards at the following locations:
• Bishopsmead Parade
• Station Parade
• Effingham Junction Mini Mart

More volunteers are needed
particularly at Effingham Junction,
so if you can spare half an hour that
morning please come along.

Horsley Neighbourhood
Connections – can you help?

This initiative is proving to be successful and more volunteers are needed.
Once trained, our volunteers offer a listening ear and give advice on support
and activities in and around the Horsleys, including short-term assistance,
local transport, household help and statutory services.
Do you have a few hours a month spare to assist with this worthwhile
community project? For more information call Nick Clemens 01483 281148

East Horsley Parish Council Office, Kingston Avenue,
East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6QT
Telephone 01483 281148 · E-mail: parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org
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Here is some of the latest advice from
Surrey Police:
Thieves target residential areas on
cold, frosty mornings looking for
cars where the owner has started the
engine and returned inside, leaving
the car unattended.
• If you have a garage, put the car away
to keep it frost-free and out of sight.
• Always remove keys from the ignition,
it takes a thief a few seconds to jump
in and drive away.
• Cover the windscreen the night before
a frost to help clear it in the morning.
• Ensure you have the required de-icing
materials available.
• Stay with your car while it is
defrosting.
• Allow yourself longer to get ready if
frost or snow has been forecast.
• Motor insurance policies may become
invalid if a stolen car had keys left in
the ignition.

Stephen Groom

swgroom@live.co.uk

Linda Elliott

lindyelliott0202@gmail.com

Aileen Aitcheson

aileenaitcheson@gmail.com

Robert Taylor

rwtaylor9@talktalk.net

To sign up for notifications visit www.
ourwatch.org.uk

…and as reported in the
Sunday Telegraph
At least 60 local authorities in France
have abandoned dustbin lorries in
favour of horse and carts as a greener
way to collect household waste. Some
villages have replaced school buses
with horse-drawn carts. Apparently
the children love it. Horse breeders
are hoping to convince more local
authorities to use France’s oldest
breed of heavy horses, the Poitevin,
for such transport so as to save it from
extinction.
Editor note: A novel way to curb
speeding traffic!

Design and artwork by: The Creative Workshop, 01580 212551, www.tcws.co.uk
Print by: Simply Print Partners, 07768 228079, www.simplyprintpartners.com
Parish Council Photography by: Rex Butcher

Steve Punshon
steven.punshon@btinternet.com

Andrew Franklin
af@highflyer.tv

?
Vacancy for
Parish Councillor
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