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Editor’s Note…

Happy Christmas from
the Newsletter team.
In this edition we reveal that East Horsley
PC now has its’ very own website.
Explore easthorsley.info and let us know
what you think.
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easthorsley.info goes live…
EXCITING NEWS – ‘easthorsley.info’ is now live! Log on right now to see what will eventually be a
cornucopia of useful information from the latest planning applications to local transport links. Brenda
Aldred has worked hard on this project throughout the summer (thank you Brenda) and results are
there for all to see. Not all pages are fully populated yet; rest assured they will be in due course. We
have many ideas for the future and we welcome your feedback and suggestions as to the nature of the
information you would like to see on the site. The site address is www.easthorsley.info

Don’t the village Christmas decorations
look stunning? This year the festivities
in Bishopsmead Parade and Station
Parade were the best yet and we feature
photographs from both events. Christmas
wouldn’t be the same without the
traditional 6am queue for the turkey
outside Conisbees on Xmas Eve. Have a
guess at how long Conisbees has been
trading in East Horsley – you’ll be surprised!

Marina P writes: I have sent a petition to Surrey
CC concerning the ludicrous speed limits along
Ockham Road South.
Mel B writes: The speed platform at the junction
with The Drift is useless. I have been overtaken ON
the platform. Huge lorries breaking the speed limit
are terrifying.
Adrian W comments: A large number of
persistent offenders are commuters who use
Horsley Station. Do we start taking photos
and name and shame them in the village store
windows and at the station?
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Cara-lee L writes: The overgrown vegetation
exacerbates the extreme danger of walking our
kids to school along Ockham Road.
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Several solutions are suggested by
correspondents:
Wendy J writes: More enforcement officers on
the case or give local speed-watch operatives more
‘teeth’. But please do not inflict speed bumps on us
who live in Ockham Road.

Splash…

Adrian W writes: I fully support speed platforms
at either end of the village and at the junction with
Forest Road combined with the removal of white lines.
Verity D comments: I think the local speedwatch and speed boards are effective at making
people register the speed limit but clearly limited
by the number of boards and volunteers.
Cara-lee L suggests: If the speed limit is 30 mph,
people approach 40. So if the speed limit was
reduced to 20 mph maybe people would stick to 30.

Lorries…

Jane B writes: If more parents left their cars at
home and walked their children to school there
would be less traffic in the first place.

“School coaches, buses,
lorries and refuse
vehicles can cause
frustrating delays”

Speedwatch.

The Council Responds…

Clerk’s…from
Column
the Office of the Clerk
AM

How can I help?
The Parish Council is supported by many volunteers, from your Councillors to the Litter Pickers
and it’s the same people year in year out. We owe them a big vote of thanks because without them
East Horsley would not be the pleasant place that it is.
There is currently a Councillor vacancy, why not join the team? Contact me or a councillor - emails
are on the back page - and ask what they do and why they do it.
Do you have experience in events? If so the Events Task Group could benefit from your input as the
Council wants to organise a bi-annual Arts Festival to promote local crafts and music.
The Road Safety Task Group have put several traffic calming measures forward to Surrey County
Council but they need people who will galvanise local support and liaise with agencies to fund
the projects. A key commitment of the Parish Council is to reach as many of the local residents as
possible to build East Horsley as a vibrant community. The Communications Task Group has made
great progress with the Newsletter and the new website. Could you be part of the team and help
keep the newsletter and website populated with interesting content?
This year volunteers have made a major contribution responding to the Local Plan, putting in train
a Neighbourhood Plan, litter picking (90 sacks of rubbish collected), planting bulbs, Speed Watch
(it is effective), Road Safety, producing the Newsletter, managing the Village Hall and maintenance
of Wellington Meadow, The Forest and Great Ridings Wood.

Wellington
Meadow
THE PARISH COUNCIL is committed to seeking
your views on the future of Wellington Meadow.
Possible options include leaving it as it is,
constructing a small car park, creating a pond,
building an adventure playground or giving over
part of the Meadow to affordable housing. Your
views will be asked for in the New Year.

East Horsley PC applauds the work carried out by the volunteers of the
Speedwatch team. This is an East Horsley PC initiative involving the use
of computerised speed recorders which are moved between agreed
sites on both Forest Road and Ockham Road. In addition to informing
drivers that exceed 30mph, they record the number of instances and the
speeds reached. This information can then be passed to the police.
Streetlife comments tended to suggest that Speedwatch is not
effective, however with a resident admitting on Streetlife to having
received a letter from the Police, the process does work. While a single
occurrence and letter will not necessarily result in further action, the
Police are committed to pursuing re-offending drivers.
The East Horsley PC Road Safety Task Group have recently sent SCC
proposals for speed calming and improving village parking, another
regular complaint. These proposals include:
1. The use of raised platforms similar to that at the bottom of The
Drift to be installed at:
• Kingston Road/Ockham Road South/Cobham Way junction,
• Ockham Road South/Oakwood Drive
• Ockham Road South/Lynx Hill junction.

It was felt that these locations would not result in an over use
of platforms or an over urbanisation of the village. Sleeping
policeman humps were considered but felt inappropriate.
2. The installation of traffic lights at the Cobham Road/Forest Road/
Howard Road/Old Lane Junction which has probably seen the
most accidents to date.
3. 30mph signs to be painted onto the road at entry points to the
village and a request that SCC propose measures to resolve traffic
problems outside Glenesk School at peak times.
4. To resolve the problem of short stay parking at Station Parade, SCC
were asked to consider the creation of a separate in/out for the rear
car park hopefully encouraging drivers to use it more.
Finally the Parish Council would like to improve the areas of poor quality
pavement throughout the village however there is little possibility of
widening them as where the need is greatest the road is the narrowest.
Once SCC has considered our initiatives and made their
recommendations, we will be seeking your views before any decisions
are made.

Neighbourhood Plan Update

Let your skills and enthusiasm benefit the place in which you live.
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NOWADAYS it is a busy road with commuters
dashing to the station, parents on the school
run and drivers using the road as a shortcut to
the A3. School coaches, buses, lorries and refuse
vehicles can cause frustrating delays. Footpaths
are uneven in places and, if it’s raining, stand by
for a soaking!
KB writes: There is a particular stretch going north
from Kingston Avenue where there is constant water
in the gutter - people walking get absolutely soaked.

Steve Harvey – email:
easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com

Nick Clemens – email: parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org

A hundred years ago Ockham Road was a dirt track and the only vehicle
you were likely to encounter would be a horse and cart.

Residents say: (via Streelife.com)

Local student Callum Gathercole is training
hard in his bid to row the Atlantic – we
report on his attempt to establish a new
world record. Streetlife.com usually carries
notices about missing cats and jumble
sales however recently residents have
been using the site to vent their anger
at the perils of Ockham Road. We report
their concerns and their suggestions for
tackling the problem.
Plus lots of local news and information
- be the first to receive your Newsletter
electronically by sending an email to
parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org

Ockham Road Rage

Volunteers on Wellington Meadow
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LAST YEARS’ PC QUESTIONNAIRE asked if East
Horsley should have a Neighbourhood Plan.
An overwhelming majority voted in favour and
some indicated they would volunteer to join the
NP team. A Steering Group has achieved their
first goal of getting the parish of East Horsley
formally registered with GBC as an NP area.
The Steering Group, chaired by Catherine
Carr, met in November to brief residents, local
businesses, road associations, societies and
adjacent Parish Councils on progress and to
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call for volunteers. The keynote speaker was
Chris Bowden a director of Navigus, a Planning
Consultancy which has worked on NP’s. He spoke
on what an NP is and is not, can and cannot cover
and how to go about producing one and have it
adopted at a public referendum. He covered the
possible outcomes of not having an NP in place
and how an NP differs to a Local Plan.
Once accepted at a public referendum the
NP becomes Planning Policy. Copies of a draft
East Horsley Housing Needs survey and copies

of four successfully adopted NP’s were made
available to attendees.
The meeting was deemed a success with
a number of volunteers joining the NP team,
however more are always welcome. Over the
next few months we will work on the plan
and will keep you updated on progress via
the newsletter and our new website. The NP
requires extensive public consultation and we
look forward to meeting you at these events.
Tony Elliott, Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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Christmas
Comes to East Horsley
It was open house on December 5th and 6th as traders in Station Parade and
Bishopsmead Parade laid on food and drink and attractions to celebrate Christmas.
We are pleased to record the event in pictures.

Church Services
at Christmas
Sunday 21 December:
6pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve Wednesday 24 December:
10am
4pm
11pm

Holy Communion
Crib Service
Midnight Communion

Christmas Day Thursday 25 December:
8am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am Family Service

Sunday 28 December:

Laura Munn and Ross Henderson of Squires

8am
Holy Communion
9am
Songs of Praise Service
10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesday 31 December:
10am

Holy Communion

For more information about services at St Martin’s
Church visit their website:
www.easthorsleychurch.org.uk

The Whips Theatre

Mark Harvey and Paula Hillary of Hatchlands

Dick Whittington by Cheryl Barrett
at West Horsley Village Hall
• 8-10th January and 15-17th January 2015
• 8th January is Supper Night
• 15th January is Charity Night in aid of First
Fetcham Scouts.
Tickets £10 (Supper Night £15) – 01483 284141
A family pantomime by arrangement with Lazy
Bee scripts

Patricia and Fran (The Whips) with Josh, Zoe and Taylor

The Nomad Theatre

Amberley Hicks of Eden Belles

Developments
at the Drift

Father Christmas (Graham from Henshaws)

Busy Parade
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Whistle Down the Wind
by Andrew Lloyd-Webber, Jim Steinman,
Patricia Knop and Gale Edwards
Directed by Steve Whittock
• 2015 January 22 to February 1 at 7.30
• Matinees, Saturday and Sunday at 2.30
For tickets, telephone 01483 284747

Daisy Maison Gift Girls
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Santa pops in at Bishopsmead Parade
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TO DATE the County Planning Authority has
received 161 letters objecting to the proposed
development at the Drift Golf Club. A significant
majority of those letters have raised concerns
relating to highways, traffic, access and vehicle
routing. Concerns will be reported to Surrey
County Council’s Planning and Regulatory
Committee for consideration.
The application is likely to be determined
in January by SCC and therefore there is still
time to write to Mr. Alan Stones, Planning and
Development Group, County Hall, Kingston
upon Thames KT1 2DY. Where amendments
are made to the proposal the County Planning
Authority will notify, in writing, all those who
have commented previously so that they have an
opportunity of inspecting any documents and
making further representations in these respects.
5

W I N T E R 2014 -15

W I N T E R 2014 -15

James Harper with
Clare Matthias

Happy Xmas from our
Community Fund

Get Your
Skates On…

FOLLOWING the results of a questionnaire in
2013 the Parish Council is proposing to install
a Skateboard Park on Kingston Meadow.
This proposal received support from 64% of
respondents and from the pupils at The Raleigh
School. The suggested site is in the centre of
the existing BMX Track which will enhance the
riding experience as skateboarding, scooters
and roller blades can all be used on the new
surface. The cost will be in the region of £35,000
and it is hoped that grants will cover up to
50% of this amount. The project is in the early
stages so if you have any views on this please
contact the parish office: Email parishcouncil@
easthorsleypc.org or call 01483 281148.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK all our supporters who have contributed to the fund this year. Your
donations make a huge difference to local community groups and individuals facing hardship through
the grants we are able to give them. As many of you know, James Harper from Wills and Smerdon
did a fabulous job raising funds for the HCF in the summer. It is imperative that we continue to build
resources in perpetuity for the villages of East and West Horsley. Christmas can be a time of particular
isolation for some residents, especially the elderly so community services which support them are even
more vital. If you are able – how about donating your Winter Fuel Allowance to the Fund?
Find out more by calling Clare Matthias on 01483 281755 or you can send your donation directly to The
Community Foundation for Surrey, 1 Bishops Wharf, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4RA.

Councillor Profile:
How long have you been a councillor
on the Parish Council?

Kingston Meadow BMX track

I became a councillor six months ago in
May 2014.

What prompted you to join the Parish
Council?
I noticed an advert in the newsagent’s window,
asking for volunteers. A few months earlier
I’d retired from my work and was interested
in doing more things in the local village
community, so I thought why not give this a try.

How much time does it take up in an
average month?
I would estimate it’s around 10 - 15 hours per
month depending upon the work of particular
Task Groups.

What issues are of special concern to
you personally?
I have become involved with the Planning
Committee, which involves meeting every
two weeks or so and reviews all local planning
applications. This is probably the most timeconsuming activity. I also joined the Finance
Committee and the Woodlands Task Group.
This Group oversees the work of the two areas
of East Horsley woodland owned by the Parish,
The Forest managed by Surrey Wildlife Trust
and Great Ridings Wood managed by The
Woodlands Trust. As a keen walker, I’ve found
this woodlands activity particularly interesting.

What would be your advice to someone
thinking of becoming a councillor?
Try it! I’ve been very surprised by how many
things are actually going on in East Horsley at
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Not a…

Rob ert Taylor
any one time, the range of issues that arise and
just how many people are involved in a host of
community projects of one kind or another.

Name one initiative that you would like
to see achieved in 2015?
There are a lot of things on the horizon for
2015. On the planning side the development of
both the Local Plan for Guildford Borough as a
whole and the Neighbourhood Plan specifically
for East Horsley will both be important in
determining the future character of our village.
However, these are long term in nature. In the
shorter term the initiatives by the Council that
I would particularly like to see achieved during
2015 are a reduction in the traffic speeds along
Ockham Road as well as better protection for
pedestrians - both in terms of less physical risk
from passing vehicles and a reduction in the
widespread flooding that occurs along different
parts of Ockham Road North and South
whenever there is heavy rain.

‘Big Issue’
YOU WILL HAVE NOTICED that the village
has a Big Issue vendor, who stands outside
Budgens. The Big Issue was set up by John Bird
and Gordon Roddick and to publish a magazine
that offers the homeless, or individuals at risk
of homelessness, an opportunity to earn an
income. After an initial supply of free magazines,
vendors buy the magazines for £1.25 each and
resell them for £2.50, retaining the profit. All
vendors receive training, sign a code of conduct
and are issued photo ID badges which must be
worn while selling the magazines. East Horsley
PC supports the work but has been asked
on occasions to resolve issues with the local
vendor. This has brought us in contact with the
Big Issue management and these discussions
have enlightened us to the ethos around Big
Issue, which is to establish vendors as selfemployed workers not beggars. We therefore
encourage villagers to purchase copies of the
magazine, however if anyone has any concerns
please contact the parish office: parishcouncil@
easthorsleypc.org or call 01483 281148.
Peter Blackbourn, Chairman East Horsley Parish
Council
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A Conisbee Christmas

It’s a familiar sight on Christmas Eve, a queue of customers waiting outside
Conisbees at Park Corner to collect their turkey, brisket of beef, goose or
ham ready for the big day.
INSIDE, Neil Conisbee, his son Stephen, cashier
Joyce and the rest of the team will be getting
ready to fulfil orders that were placed as early as
September. By 4pm the last of several thousand
turkeys will have been handed over and Neil
can finally lock up and head home to complete
preparations for the big day.
The process starts in May when around
4,000 poults (turkey hatchlings) arrive from
Hockenhull of Attleborough in Norfolk. Neil
has been buying poults from the same supplier
as long as he can remember. In previous years
he’s ordered as many as 12,000 but these days,
with other types of meats gaining in popularity,
he’s scaled back to the present number. The
young turkey chicks soon settle in at the
Conisbee Farm in Fetcham where, over a seven
month period, they are fattened up ready for
Christmas.
It’s a process that’s been going on in East
Horsley for more than two hundred years. Neil
can trace his ancestry back to James Conisbee
who started a butchers shop in the village
of Lilley near Luton in 1760. As the business
prospered, his eldest son William decided to
set up on his own and selected East Horsley,
possibly due to its proximity to several large
country homes. The first shop was a timber
framed cottage opposite St Martin’s Church
however, after Lord Lovelace purchased Horsley
Towers in 1840, he set about remodelling the
village and, in 1861, the business moved to a
purpose built shop at Park Corner. William was

succeeded by his son James, who in turn was
followed by his nephew, Frederick Conisbee
who ran the shop with his wife Agnes (see
photo). After Frederick retired, his son Ephraim
took over and Ephraim’s son, Frank born in
1900, joined the business just after the First
World War. Frank used to buy cattle at Guildford
Market and walk them back along the A246.
Frank eventually handed over the reins to his
son Neil but was active in the shop until his
death in 1994. Neil, now in his seventies, still
presides over the family business that also
includes the shop in Station Parade, managed
by Ron Cornwall. The name Conisbee is set to
endure as sons Stephen and James are ready to
take over whilst Neil’s grandchildren are even
now learning the family trade.
The Park Corner shop has changed little over
the years, the floor and ceiling are both original

as is the cash booth where Joyce Breen has
collected payment for more than 54 years! A
Conisbee Christmas is an East Horsley tradition
stretching back 230 years and long may it
continue. Steve Harvey and Alan Bowley

“As the business prospered, his eldest son
William decided to set up on his own and
selected… East Horsley”

Picture top right: Frederick and Agnes Conisbee
(in doorway) and staff Xmas1897. Picture right:
Stephen Conisbee (r) talks to Health Inspector.
Picture bottom: The queue on Xmas Eve

Callum in World Record Row
PREPARATIONS CONTINUE for the attempt by local student Callum Gathercole and Jay Olecniz
to become the youngest ever oarsmen to cross the Atlantic. Back in September Callum, who lives
in Green Dene, took on another challenge – a bid to break the U19 world record for 100 km on
an indoor rowing machine. He started the attempt at 9am at the Friary Centre in Guildford and
shortly after 4pm collapsed with a combination of jubilation and exhaustion having smashed the
previous record of 7 hours 18 minutes 8 seconds by a full 16 minutes. Callum and Jay will not only
attempt to row the Atlantic in December 2015 but also aim to raise £280,000 for charity.
More details at www.thewaterbabies.co.uk
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Parish Council News
MUGA

Anyone who has visited Kingston Meadow will know that the tennis courts are in poor
condition. After consultation with local residents the Parish Council has embarked on an
exciting £80,000 project to transform the whole area with a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA)
and a new meeting shelter. The MUGA will feature a dedicated tennis court, a five-a-side
football pitch and basketball court. In December 2013 a grant of £50,000 was obtained from
the London Marathon Trust and the plan was to have the facility open for summer 2014.
Kingston Meadow is owned by Guildford Borough Council and the project was handed
over to them to provide additional funding and manage the construction. Unfortunately
progress stalled but is now back on track with completion expected in spring 2015.

In winter the roads and footpaths can
become icy. There are a number of grit
bins around the village that are full of
road salt - they have been checked! If it
looks dangerous please put some salt
down, you may save somebody’s life!

On the Buses
Have you spotted our new bus service?
Route 479 links Epsom and Guildford
with stops at Effingham Junction and
East Horsley. At first the buses were
double deckers, not a suitable bus for East
Horsley’s narrow roads, many of which
have low hanging branches. This resulted
in a number of incidents when buses met
coaches or lorries, causing congestion for
other traffic. This service is a useful addition
to the area and we are trying to ensure that
the double decker buses are replaced by
single deckers as soon as possible.

Transport Review
Speaking of buses, Surrey County Council
is undertaking a survey to discover what
you think about bus services. The Council
wants to make significant savings on
the transport budget and may have
to reduce bus services and change
concessionary fares including those for
the elderly and disabled. If you want
your views considered please complete a
questionnaire on line at surreycc.gov.uk/
transportreview or ring 0300 200 1003 to
request a copy. Questionnaires are also
available from the Parish Office & libraries.

Distribution Problems
The autumn edition of the newsletter was
not delivered entirely according to plan,
for which we apologise. We now have a
new distributor and hope that they will
be diligent in making sure all homes and

Council Meetings

Spring Bulbs

Join us in the Lovelace Room, East Horsley
Village Hall, at 7.30pm on
• 12 January
• 9 February
• 16 March
Feel free to come along and, if you
wish, address Councillors during Public
Question Time (normally 8.00-8.15pm).

In early November spring bulbs were
planted in the verge between Lower
Peryers and Park Corner Drive. Thanks to
Neil Conisbee for sponsoring the bulbs,
Roger Lindsay for purchasing them and
to the volunteers who turned up to plant
them. Should look lovely in the Spring.

Planning & Environment
Committee
Meetings will be held in the Agnes
Conisbee Room, East Horsley Village Hall,
at 7.30pm on
• 5 & 19 January
• 2 & 16 February
• 17 & 30 March
• 13 & 28 April

Calling all Litter Pickers!
Make a note in your diary for the next
Litter Pick on Saturday 21 March.
We meet at 10 am sharp by the PC
Noticeboards at the following locations
• Bishopsmead Parade
• Station Parade
• Effingham Junction Newsagents
More volunteers are needed so if you can
spare half an hour that morning please
come along.
On our last outing our elite band of pickers
collected a considerable amount of litter.
At Station Parade, as Quaich handed out
free coffee, nine volunteers covered roads
and car parks from Forest Road to the
railway bridge. In general the main part of
the village was not too bad, but there are

Peter Blackbourn

peter.blackbourn@tiscali.co.uk

Get Connected

businesses receive a copy. Please let us
know if you hear of any discrepancies.
easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com

Stephen Skinner

stephen@classicracingltd.com

Stephen Groom

swgroom@live.co.uk

Linda Elliott

lindyelliott0202@gmail.com

GBC Draft Local Plan
Guildford Borough Council recently
consulted on their draft Local Plan,
the Strategy and Sites document, the
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and the
Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA).
Thank you to all of you who took the
time to respond. In total, they received
over 19,500 comments from over
7,000 individuals, organisations and
stakeholders. Whilst they are still in the
process of analysing all of the responses,
they have published an initial report
which sets out the key emerging themes
from the feedback. This document
also outlines the work needed before
progressing with the next iteration of the
Plan. To view the initial summary, visit
www.guildford.gov.uk/draftlocalplan.
Copies of the document are also available
at GBC offices and local libraries. GBC
will be publishing all the responses
they received and will notify the Parish
Council when this happens. They aim
to seek consultation on a revised Plan
in the summer 2015 followed by a
pre-submisssion consultation period in
the autumn. The final Local Plan will be
submitted to the government in 2016.

John Carr

john@carrhome.plus.com

Aileen Aitcheson

brian.aileen@btopenworld.com

Brenda Aldred

brenaldred@talk21.com

Robert Taylor

rwtaylor9@talktalk.net

CHECK OUT – easthorsley.info
Front Cover & Website Photographs by Eddie Hyde – www.eddiehydephotography.zenfolio.com

East Horsley Parish Council Office, Kingston Avenue,
East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6QT
Telephone 01483 281148 · E-mail: parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org
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places where rubbish always accumulates
- by the station and the passageway
down to Ockham Road South, outside the
Village Hall and beside Budgens.
At Effingham Junction, two regulars
cleared Old Lane, gathering six sacks of
litter! Many thanks to all volunteers; it
is due to them that our village remains
pristine.

Recently our Parish Clerk, Nick Clemens,
e-mailed a request asking residents to
recruit friends or neighbours who might
be interested in being kept informed
of village affairs by email, for example
developments related to the local plan,
road closures, etc. This was remarkably
successful and we thank all those who
responded. We hope to repeat this
exercise and eventually have as many as
possible of the 4,300 residents who are on
the electoral role, on the Parish Council
email address list. Help Nick to grow his
list by forwarding email addresses to
parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org.

Kingston Meadow

True Grit

Your Parish
Councillors

Design and artwork by: The Creative Workshop, www.tcws.co.uk
Print by: Simply Print, 07768 228079
Parish Council Photographs by: katelloydphotography.com

Nick Clemens

CLERK OF THE COUNCIL
parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org
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