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Editor’s Note…

Hello and welcome to the new look Village
Newsletter (or to give it its’ official title ‘The
East Horsley Parish Council Newsletter’).
The previous style has served us well
for many years but, with the imminent
introduction of a new Parish Council
web site, we thought it made sense
to update the newsletter at the same
time by introducing more features and
photographs. As well as being a prime
means of communication between you
and your Parish Council, the newsletter is a
source of record, chronicling the events in
the village for future generations.
Along with news items from the Parish
Council, we are introducing new features
including a background article (but no
opinions!) on plans to build a new village
on the site of the old Wisley Airfield. We
are delighted to report the re-opening of
East Horsley’s one and only pub, the Duke
of Wellington and, as Thatchers Hotel
celebrates 80 years, we look at plans to
give the cocktail bar a facelift and a new
name. On the downside we say goodbye
to one of East Horsley’s two remaining
banks and the Art Works.
Standby for road closures as the
Prudential RideLondon-Surrey Road Race
swings by in August and there’s exciting
news as our proposal for a Multi Use
Games Area (MUGA) on Kingston Meadow
gets the green light.
The next edition of the Village
Newsletter will be published in the
autumn. If you have a news story or a
diary item that you would like to publicise,
please get in touch via email:
easthorsleynewsletter@gmail.com
Regards
Stephen, Tony, Steve, Lindy and Brenda
PC Communications Committee
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This coming August thousands of lycra clad
cyclists will take to the Surrey roads to take part
in the Prudential Ride London-Surrey road race.
This will inevitably involve local road closures
on Sunday 10th August which could affect your
journey. After starting at the Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park, cyclists will be taking a route which
includes a section through West Horsley, turning
right at Bell and Coville and along the A246 to East
Clandon where they turn left towards Shere. There
are two separate races so expect rolling roads
closures at various times of the day from early
Sunday onwards.
The race should be a very impressive sight
as the riders pass through so it’s hoped that
local residents will turn out in large numbers to
cheer on the riders, especially as East Horsley has
benefitted directly from the London Marathon
Charitable Trust which, as the race passes through
Surrey, has contributed £50,000 towards the Multi
Use Games Area at Kingston Meadow. You should
be receiving a leaflet in early July giving details of
road closures. Alternatively take a look at the web
site www.prudentialridelondon.co.uk
A number of public information sessions have
been organised for businesses, residents and
local communities along the route to talk
through the plans.
DETAILS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Monday 14 July 4pm – 8pm
Oxshott Village Sports Club, Steels Lane,
Oxshott, Leatherhead KT22 0RF
Tuesday 15 July 4pm – 8pm
Dorking Halls, Masonic Room, Reigate Road
Dorking, RH4 1SG
Tuesday 22 July, 4pm – 8pm
Swan Centre, Unit 13B, Leatherhead, KT22 8AH

Clerk’s…from
Column
the Office of the Clerk
Many of you will probably not know where the Parish Office is situated. It is at the rear of the
village hall on the top floor and I spend a large part of my working day there dealing with the
affairs of East Horsley. When I do get out I am usually looking at potholes, rubbish or overgrown
paths.
My main role is to support the work carried out by the Councillors and ensure the council
works within the powers granted by legislation. It is hoped that after the Parish Council
elections in May 2015 East Horsley will adopt the ‘The General Power of Competence’, this will
give the council greater scope for community action.
There are many challenges facing parish councils. Funding is being squeezed at county and
borough levels, this will lead to more being expected of parish councils. This was recognised
in the Localism Act of 2011; this legislation aims to give greater decision making powers to
local communities but this relies on having people who are prepared to be Councillors or
to otherwise become involved in key initiatives such as the Neighbourhood Plan project or
responding to the controversial GBC proposals for a new local plan.
Currently we are under our full complement of Councillors, so if you would like to lend a
hand at this critical time for the future of the Parish, please contact me as soon as possible.
Nick Clemens
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Wisley Airfield

Prudential Ride
London-Surrey

Plans have been published that would create a new village on the site of
the former Wisley Airfield, adjacent to the Ockham roundabout on the A3.

Proposed Drift
Golf Academy
The Drift Golf Club has recently held open days to
inform local residents of their plans to construct
a covered driving range with a water storage
lake and new putting greens. The Club hopes
these extensive plans will improve the facilities
for members and the local community and also
encourage local schools to offer golf as an all year
round sport.
The intention is to become self-sufficient in
water usage by remodelling the existing driving
range to increase its height with inert soil, to allow
harvesting ‘water runoff’ to a large new storage
lake. The Club is situated in the Parish of Ockham
but the boundary is The Drift which is in the Parish
of East Horsley. Therefore the roads around the
village of East Horsley will be impacted by the
construction traffic to and from the site.
The proposed work is expected to take about
9 months and involves bringing in up to 250
lorry loads per week of inert soil along a route
designated by Surrey CC which includes Ockham
Road South and North, Forest Road and the Drift.
The next stage is for the Club to submit their
application under the Surrey Minerals and Waste
Development Framework and the consultation
period is a minimum of 6 weeks. The planning
application will be dealt with by Guildford BC with
a 21 day period for comments. The Parish Council
will be taking all appropriate opportunities to
make its’ views known about the local road routes
proposed for movements of soil.

DEVELOPERS are promoting a scheme that
would create up to 2,100 homes plus space for
employment, education, shopping, leisure and
healthcare. In addition they propose that over 50%
of the site would become a countryside park open
to all, with networks of green spaces and extensive
new wildlife habitats to improve biodiversity.
There are various community facilities
incorporated into the plan including convenience
shops, a pub, a café, a primary school, a
community centre, a healthcare centre, a business
innovation centre with hot desk services, an
information and outdoor learning centre, sports
facilities and a village green.
Transport is clearly an important issue and
the development would have direct access to
the A3 at the Ockham Interchange which will be
improved and the developers are working with
the Highways Agency at Surrey County Council to
improve local roads including Effingham Junction
where it meets Forest Rd and the A3 and Junction
10 of the M25.
The site owners, Wisley Property Investments,
staged an exhibition recently with events held in a
marquee on the airfield itself, one in Ripley, one in
Guildford and another in East Horsley Village Hall.

The exhibitions attracted a great deal of interest
with residents voicing their opinions on a number
of issues including the increased level of traffic on
local roads, the pressure on secondary schools
and amenities and, not least, the loss of land in the
Green Belt.
Prior to the Second World War the site was
farmland but when the grass airfield was created

Viking and the Viscount and by 1952, had laid down
a tarmac runway along with hangars, a control
tower and other buildings. By 1973, the expansion
of Heathrow and the need for longer runways
meant that Wisley was no longer practical and
Vickers vacated the site. In the years that followed
a number of schemes were put forward including
one to convert the airfield into a civil airport and
another which envisaged using the hangars for
intensive farming. In 1980 the remaining buildings
were demolished but the original runway and hard
standing areas remained more or less intact.
Since then ownership has passed to a number
of different companies all hoping to benefit
on the development potential despite the fact
that the site is greenfield. In 2010 the planning

“Transport is clearly an important issue and the
development would have direct access to the A3 at the
Ockham Interchange which will be improved”
as a wartime landing strip, a number of leasehold
farms were commandeered by the government
with a promise that they would be reinstated after
the end of the war. But in 1947 the government
announced that the airfield was still needed for the
development of civil aviation and Vickers, based
at nearby Weybridge, took over the airfield to test
a new generation of aircraft like the Valiant, the

inspectorate gave permission for the construction
of an in-vessel composting facility on the northwest part of the site. The facility would be capable
of processing 30,000 tons of rubbish a year but
following part construction of a landscape bund
to implement the planning consent this project
appears to have been placed on hold by the
owners in favour of the plan to build new homes.

For more information on the proposed scheme go to www.wisleyairfield.com
Or for local opinion visit the Wisley Action Group site www.wisleyactiongroup.co.uk

Left: Residents view the plans Above: Wisley
Airfield Now Below: The proposed development

HORSLEY DECORATIVE
& FINE ARTS SOCIETY
Meets at East Horsley Village Hall on the second
Wednesday of the month (except August and
September) for lectures on the Arts, Culture and
Heritage. Coffee 9.45 to10.15, Lecture 10.30 to 11.30.
Visitors (£5) and new members welcome.
For more information visit our website
www.horsleydfas.org.uk or phone 01483 280021.
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Thatchers

Old World Tea House

Turn the clock back 80 years and the lawn in front of the newly opened Thatchers Tea Rooms would be packed
with people enjoying tea and cakes. Presiding over the proceedings was manageress Dosie Tittle.
THATCHERS was the brainchild of Frank Chown,
the architect and developer responsible for much
of the development in East Horsley between the
two wars. Car ownership was increasing rapidly
and what could be more pleasant than a Sunday
afternoon drive in the country followed by tea
and cakes at Thatchers. It seems remarkable
that the original building was completed in just
over four months. Work started on January 3rd
1934 with main contractors Roker and Strudwick
providing the work force. Thatchers opened for
business on Whit Sunday, May 19th 1934, just
over 19 weeks later. Remember this was before
the days of mechanical diggers. Foundations
were dug by hand by workmen wearing flat caps,
jackets and waistcoats and carrying away soil in
a wheelbarrow. Frank Chown’s son Kenneth was
a keen photographer and captured the building

process on his cine camera. As the name suggests,
the original building was thatched however at
some stage the roof caught fire and the thatch
was replaced with tiles.
To attract even more attention Frank
purchased a stage coach in 1935 and displayed

Donald who married Phyllis in St Martin’s Church
on May 6th 1936. Frank Chown’s daughters, Jill
and Sheelagh recall, as young children, having
their birthday parties at Thatchers and later, as
teenagers, Saturday night dances. As a young girl
Jill used to help in the kitchen icing cakes whilst

“On special occasions two farm horses would be
harnessed to the coach to bring guests up from
Horsley Station.”
it prominently outside the front of the building.
On special occasions two farm horses would
be harnessed to the coach to bring guests up
from Horsley Station. It was in great demand for
weddings, especially that of Frank’s eldest son

later on Sheelagh worked as a waitress often
serving 200 teas in a single afternoon. Jill and
Sheelagh returned to Thatchers recently to enjoy
afternoon tea and to reminisce about those early
days.

Sheelagh Payne and
Jill King (Chown’s
daughters) enjoy tea and
cakes with Katie Walton
(Manager) and Mark
Muirhead (Chef)
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Left: Frank Chown
Above: the newly opened Thatchers Tea House
During the war Thatchers provided shelter to
Canadian troops preparing for D-Day. It’s rumoured
that Frank’s stagecoach finally met its end when it
was set alight to celebrate VE Day in June 1945.
No-one is quite sure when Thatchers became a
hotel but since the war it has had a succession of
owners, most recently Jarvis, Ramada and, today,
Surya Hotels and Resorts. The hotel is currently
managed by Legacy Hotels. Thatchers has been
extended extensively over the years, notably in
the 1970s when 57 bedrooms were added plus an
outdoor pool. In 2000, further development resulted
in an additional 44 bedrooms and conference
facilities. Manageress Katie Walton says there are
plans afoot to refurbish many of the public areas of
the hotel including the bar which is to be renamed
‘The Frank Chown Bar’ in honour of the man who
had the inspiration to build Thatchers in the spring
of 1934. Executive Chef Mark Muirhead has recently
joined Thatchers from the King William IV pub in
West Horsley and has introduced new menus. If
you’re looking for somewhere different to enjoy a
traditional Sunday roast served in style then give
Thatchers a try, it’ll make a nice change from the
other popular venues in Horsley.
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WITHIN
LIVING
MEMORY
WITHIN Living Memory was a labour of
love for local resident Carol Salter (above)
who interviewed hundreds of East Horsley
residents to record their recollections of
living in the village from the turn of the
century onwards to raise money for St
Martin’s Church. Originally published in
1982, the first edition quickly sold out.
Now ‘Within Living Memory’ is available
once again for a whole new generation
of East Horsley residents to enjoy. Back in
1982 here’s what the Rector of St Martin’s,
Eric Huband, had to say about the project.
“Ridings Wood, Sheepwash Pond, Chalk
Lane, Brick Kiln Copse… these are some
local names that kindle the imagination,
encouraging us to delve into their origin
and so to discover the history surrounding
this village of East Horsley. And what a
history it turns out to have! In this century
of rapid change, only those who have lived
through the greater portion of it can fully
appreciate how the twentieth century
has affected and changed this village
which is our home. The coming of the
first horseless carriage, the installation of
the first telephone… to most of us these
milestones read more like a fairy story. But
these are just two the events this book
recalls. History is at its most interesting
and intriguing when it is seen through
the eyes of those who have witnessed
its unfolding. And such is the purpose of
this book: to record the recent history of
this village reflected in the experiences of
some of its senior inhabitants”.
Copies of ‘Within Living Memory’ are
available at the Post Offices and The
Stockyard.
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to restore the Jag to its original condition. After
extensive work, the car was ready for its first
outing, leading the procession at Tony Vokes’
funeral in October 2013. The Jaguar S type
shared many of the same distinctive features as
the Jaguar Mark 2, made famous by Morse. The
dashboard even sports a cigar lighter – now how
classy is that! James says he loves driving the car,
especially to house valuations around Horsley.
“For me”, he says, “it’s the emotive smell of petrol
and leather that takes me back to my younger
days”. The steering is imprecise to say the least
and the windscreen quickly fogs up whenever
it rains. However James is clearly besotted with
the Jaguar and intends to keep it in the family in
the hope that, eventually, his son or daughter will
inherit his love of classic cars.

Duke of Wellington

N

IF YOU SEE a vintage maroon Jaguar purring
through East Horsley, relax, it’s not Inspector
Morse but the familiar face of James Harper,
Director of Wills and Smerdon. The 3.8 litre Jaguar
S type was first registered in March 1966, the
year of James’ birth. The first owner was Tony
Vokes who resided on the Abbotswood Estate
near Guildford. When Tony was moved to a care
home in 2012, the Jaguar was discovered covered
in dust in an old barn along with several other
interesting cars such as a Jensen Interceptor.
James had previously expressed an interest in
purchasing the car and a sale was soon agreed.
The Jaguar hadn’t been driven for nearly ten
years and the tyres, dated 1992, were all flat. The
car was placed with local restorers, John Andon
Classic Cars, based in Byfleet, who set to work

Goodbye
Elizabeth

GT O
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ME & MY MOTOR
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After many months of refurbishment, it’s great to see the
Duke of Wellington open for business once again.

We say farewell to our local Rector, Elizabeth
Bussman (above), who left St Martin’s in mid-June
to take up a new position as Chaplain at St Peter’s
Chateau d’Oex near Geneva, Switzerland.

IT’S NOW a gastro pub with the emphasis firmly
on good pub food although naturally there is
an excellent range of beers available on tap not
to mention wines and spirits. The new licensees
are Glyn Roberts and Lee Bradshaw who have
both recently moved with their young families
from London to the village of Westcott. Both

Lee and Glyn have extensive experience of
running pubs in London and have been working
together on various pub related projects for
more than 15 years. Together they have come up
with the concept of ‘smokes and grills’ and the
Duke of Wellington will be the first of what they
hope will be a number of pubs in Surrey with a

similar theme. The interior of the pub has been
extensively remodelled and now seats 100 inside
and 80 outside and there’s a brand new menu
courtesy of Executive Head Chef Marcus Snooke.
Look forward to dishes such as ‘Pulled pork bun’,
Charred fore-rib of beef’, ‘Gilt-head bream’ and
‘Cep, girolle, Portobello mushroom risotto’.
There’s been a pub on this site for nearly five
hundred years. It began life as ‘The Greyhound’
in 1561 but around the year 1600 the name was
changed to ‘The Crown’, possibly to celebrate the
restoration of the monarchy. In 1820 the inn was
rebuilt in the regency style by Lord Lovelace and
it was about this time it acquired the name of ‘The
Duke of Wellington’ after the hero of the day.
Unlike neighbouring West Horsley which has
two pubs, East Horsley only has the one so it’s
good to see it back in action.

Lee Bradshaw (R) and Glyn Roberts (L) and their team

Nomad Theatre
Located behind Bishopsmead Parade in East
Horsley. It is a fantastic and valued facility and
we would urge you to support it by attending
one or more productions this year. Box office
01483 284747 (answering machine) Book
online at:www.nomadtheatre.com/book-online
Forthcoming Productions include:

Play in a Week
Directed by Brandon McGuire
Performances July 26 at 7.30 pm, July 27 at
2.30 pm – Tickets: £11
Play in a Week is an integrated theatre production
rehearsed, staged and performed in a week.

Jesus Christ Superstar
James Harper outside the
Cricketers Pub with his Jaguar S Type

The Centenary of the First World War
The 4th of August 2014 marks the 100th anniversary of the day Britain
entered one of the costliest conflicts in its history, the First World
War, which ended on Armistice Day, 11th November 1918. Almost
everyone in the UK has an ancestor directly affected by the First World
War. The losses were felt across every UK town and village as the lives
of nearly one million men and women were sacrificed in service of
the British Empire.

Why should we remember?
Why should we stop and think about those events that happened
so long ago? Sometimes the First World War feels like distant
history. The jumpy black and white films, the unfamiliar clothes and
the horses pulling wagons all look like something from a world
long forgotten. Yet the last soldiers who fought in the war have
only recently died. Only a few of the 1914–18 generation, who
witnessed the war but were too young to take part, are still alive.
The war is slipping inexorably beyond the fringes of living memory
and, as the Centenary of 1914–18 approaches, we have to work
harder to make sure we do not forget. If we want to understand
today, we need to know and remember what happened yesterday.

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high’
6

By Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice
Directed by Steve Whittock
25-30 August at 7.30 pm and 2.30 pm
Tickets: adults £16, children/students £12,
£12 for all on the 25th
Loosely based on the Gospels’ accounts of the
last week of Jesus’ life, it covers his arrival into
Jerusalem to the crucifixion, highlighting political
and interpersonal struggles between him and
Judas Iscariot. The score includes: Hosanna,
Everything’s Alright and Jesus Christ Superstar.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Andrew Hamel-Cooke
30 September – 4 October at 8pm
Tickets: adults £14, children/students £10,
£12 for all adults on 30th
Four quarrelling lovers and six rustics trying
to rehearse a play are at the mercy of Fairies
controlling events in the forest.

Private Lives
By Noel Coward
Directed by Lee Thomas
11-15 November at 8pm
Tickets: adults £14, children/students £10,
£12 for all adults on 11th
Amanda and Elyot are divorced from each other
but while on honeymoon with their new spouses
they discover they are in adjacent rooms at the
same hotel. What follows is a sublime comedy
of manners.
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White Fronted Goose

If the name ‘The White Fronted Goose’ seems familiar but, somehow, slightly odd, it’s because for the past
six years the delicatessen based in Bishopsmead Parade, went by the name of ‘The Pink Footed Goose’.
HOWEVER when the owner, Laurence Evans,
sold his business he decided to hang on to the
name leaving the new owner, Chandra Keerthy, to
come up with the new name. Although Chandra
owns the business, it is not his full time job. For
the past six years he’s been Operations Manager
at a central London hotel. However for some
time Chandra had been looking to open his own
business and when the Pink Footed Goose was
put up for sale earlier this year he knew instantly
that this was just what he and his business partner
had been looking for. The shop came fully stocked
and with an enthusiastic supervisor, Sam Gould.
The third member of the team is Ukrainian
Valentina Kovordadij who helps around the shop
keeping everything clean and tidy. The White
Fronted Goose has a very loyal clientele who
pop in for what Chandra claims is the best coffee
in East Horsley. (Since you ask the coffee comes
from an organic farm in Tanzania). Other supplies
are sourced closer to home. For example fresh
meat comes from Conisbee and organic salad
and vegetable produce from Secrett’s Farm near
Godalming. The produce is used to make tasty
sandwiches, wraps and salads. It’s a popular spot for

E A S T H O R S L E Y PA R I S H C O U N C I L N E W S L E T T E R

morning coffee, especially when the sun is shining
and there are tables and chairs out on the grass.
But if you think this is all the White Fronted
Goose offers, then you would be quite wrong.
Sam can call on the services of an Executive Chef,
Pradeep, who will prepare an evening meal to
order. Linen table cloths are laid on the tables in
the shop for a silver-service dinner complete with
candles for up to a dozen people. A typical menu
might consist of Chicken Supreme, fresh asparagus
and new potatoes followed by a dessert of Sticky
Toffee Pudding and Honeycomb Ice Cream.

But there’s still more. The White Fronted Goose
can cater for larger events such as weddings,
anniversaries or funerals. Chandra says “Just leave
it to us. We provide the marquee, tables and
chairs, plates and cutlery, chefs and waiters, even
portaloos for a gathering of up to 250 people. Just
pop in or give us a call on 01483 284049.”
Sixty years ago, Frank Chown’s younger son
Kenneth ran a grocers shop in Bishopsmead
Parade with fresh produce sourced locally. It’s
good to know that the tradition continues to this
day with Chandra, Sam and Valentina.

Chandra Keerthy (L),
Valentina Kovordadij (C) and Sam Gould (R)

7

S U M M E R 2014

Parish Council News
www.easthorsley.info

The new Parish Council website is with the
designers and we expect to be launching it
shortly. It is a modern interactive site with local
information as well as Council news. We shall be
advertising for a webmaster to take care of the day
to day running of the site, so if you are interested
please contact us for the job description details.

Keep in Touch
As East Horsley enters the brave new world of
digital technology, many local residents have sent
us their email details. We would love to have your
email address so we can keep you up to date with
all the latest developments and news plus you’ll
get an advance copy of the Newsletter. Just drop
us an email to parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org

Dates for Your Diary
The Parish Council meets every six weeks on a
Monday at 7.30 pm in the Lovelace Room at the
Village Hall. Residents are invited to attend and
can address the Council during Public Question
Time, usually at 8pm. The meeting dates for the
remainder of this year are 21st July, 8th September,
20th October, 1st December.
The Planning and Environment Committee
meets every two weeks or so on Mondays
(unless otherwise stated) at 7.30 pm in the Agnes
Conisbee Room at the Village Hall. Residents
are invited to speak for or against Planning
Applications noted on the Agenda which is posted
on the Parish Council noticeboard and website.
The Committee dates for the rest of this year are
14th and 28th July, 11th August, 1st, 15th and 29th
September, 13th and 27th October, 10th and 24th
November, 8th and 22nd December.
The next Litter Pick will be Saturday 6th
September from 10 am to 12 noon. Meet at
the PC Noticeboards at the following locations,
Bishopsmead Parade, Station Parade and
Effingham Junction. Hi viz jackets, bin bags and
pick sticks will naturally be provided.

opportunity to meet your councillors is at the
Village Clinic on Saturday 25th October 9 am-12
noon outside Cost Cutter by the PC noticeboard.

Welcome to our newest councillor
We are delighted to welcome Highlands resident
Robert Taylor to the Council. Robert is a former
City financier who has lived in East Horsley
over 30 years and for the past five has been
chairman of the Highlands Road association.

MUGA for Kingston Meadow
approved!
At a meeting of the Guildford BC on the 29th May,
the scheme to install a Multiple Use Games Area
(MUGA) on the site of the current Tennis Courts
was approved. The views of local residents were
sought in a questionnaire last year. We would like
to thank the Borough Council and in particular
our local Borough Councillors for their support
for the MUGA. The scheme will cost £121,000 and
we would particularly like to thank the London
Marathon Charitable Trust for making a grant
of £50,000. £31,000 will be found from funding
obtained from developers working on projects in
the GBC area; the remainder will come from our
capital expenditure budget. The MUGA scheme
will now move forward to a tender process to
finalise the cost and select the winning contractor.
We will keep you updated on progress.

SHOPS NEWS

Barclays Bank “It’s our business to
know your business”; well sadly not any more
in our village. Barclays Bank will close on
August 22nd 2014.

The Art Works Also sadly closing is
the Art Works in Kingston Avenue. The owner,
Elaine Campling, is shutting up shop in order
to concentrate on her graphic design business
in Shere.
Budgens On a more positive note, Budgens

Village Clinic
The Parish Council held the biannual Village
Clinic in Station Parade on Saturday 14 June.
Amongst the concerns raised by residents to
local councillors were local Broadband, speeding,
parking, noisy leaf blowers and of course potholes.
The remit of the Parish Council is to listen and
where appropriate pass your concerns to the
relevant departments at GBC and SCC. The next

is due an extensive refit in July. Over a three
week period new flooring, ceiling, shelves and
refrigerators will be installed along with a bright
new shop window display. Budgens will be
closed for a few days whilst the new flooring
and ceiling is installed. During the remainder
of July the shop will offer a limited service until
the end of the month when it should be back to
business as usual.

East Horsley Parish Council Office, Kingston Avenue, East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6QT
Telephone 01483 281148 E-mail: parishcouncil@easthorsleypc.org

Planning
Local Plan Update

Guildford BC has now agreed that the process
of finalising a new Local Plan should move to
the next key stage. The current draft is based
on various documents already published
including a ‘Strategy and Sites Issues and
Options’ paper; when approved the Local Plan
will guide development in the borough until
2031. A 12 week public consultation on the
plan started on 1 July (A similar consultation in
2013 triggered 20,000 representations!)
Of particular concern is the proposal to
relax the green belt status of various areas
including East and West Horsley. A number
of sites in the area have been put forward as
possible locations for development. The key
driver here is government policy requiring
substantial increases in new housing starts
across the country.
Your Parish Council has consulted the
community on the ‘Issues and Options’ paper
and made submissions based on the, mostly
unfavourable, feedback received. We intend
to consult you again on the latest documents
so that we can make representations by the
22 September deadline. For more information
please see the latest edition of About
Guildford newspaper which you should have
received by now or for up to the minute
developments, log on to –
www.guildfordlocalplan.info

Neighbourhood Plan update
As and when the new Local Plan is finalised,
having a separate Neighbourhood Plan in place
for East Horsley will play a vital role in helping to
set the agenda for the future of the parish.
The Parish Council set up a steering group
in 2013 to take this process forward. The first
important step was to establish what area the
Neighbourhood Plan would cover.
Amid reports that there were those within
GBC who felt the appropriate area should
be the two Horsleys combined, the steering
group consulted with West Horsley Parish
Council. It soon became clear that neither of
us felt a combined approach was the right
way forward, so an application has now been
filed with GBC for the parish of East Horsley
to be designated as a suitable area for a
Neighbourhood Plan. The application will
now go into a 6 week consultation process.
If this achieves a positive outcome, work will
then begin in earnest, so please stand by for
further announcements as it will be ‘all hands
on deck’ for what must be a fully collaborative
and inclusive process.

East Horsley Parish Councillors

Peter Blackbourn
01483 285145
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Stephen Skinner
1483 284797

Stephen Groom
01483 284842

Linda Elliott
01483 281182

John Carr
01483 283693

Clerk of the Council

Aileen Aitcheson
01483 283919

Brenda Aldred
01483 283141

Robert Taylor
01483 283209

Nick Clemens
01483 281148
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